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Introduction

Congratulations! If you're reading these words you have decided to study Hebrew, or at least
to consider giving it a try. Learning a new language is never easy, but I hope to convince
you that getting started with this one is not as hard as you might have thought.

1.1 Voicing and Reading

In this book to voice Hebrew is to pronounce words that are written using the Hebrew
alphabet. To read Hebrew is to understand the words as you voice them. You can voice
Hebrew without knowing what you are saying, so learning to voice is typically undertaken
as a separate first step in learning how to read Hebrew. This little book is about only that
first step. It explains the consonants and vowel points that make up the Hebrew alphabet,
and the rules for saying words that are written using them. After you have learned how to
voice you will be ready to study a bigger book such as [5], [4], [7], or [3], to learn what the
words mean and how to put them together.

1.2 Transliteration and Translation

The transliteration of a Hebrew word is a string of Roman characters whose pronunciation
approximates the sound of the Hebrew. Transliterations are helpful in learning the rules of
pronunciation, but they are never perfectly accurate and most people do not find them a
suitable alternative to knowing how to voice words that are written using Hebrew letters.

The translation of a Hebrew word is an English word whose meaning approximates the
meaning of the Hebrew. Many Hebrew words have various nuances of meaning, which can be
learned only by seeing the word used in a wide variety of contexts. Translations are helpful in
learning Hebrew vocabulary, but most people who are familiar enough with a Hebrew text to
know the subtleties of meaning conveyed by its words will find every translation annoyingly
imprecise [17, p xv]. The examples in this book incidentally include naive translations, but
it is not a goal of the book to teach you vocabulary.

1.3 Ashkenazic and Sephardic

This book teaches only the Sephardic or Israeli pronunciation of Hebrew. If you already know
some Hebrew from attending classes or synagogue services, the pronunciation you learned
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Chapter 1 e Introduction

might have been Ashkenazic. The more traditional your congregation is, the more likely its
teachers and prayer leaders are to be Jews whose ancestors spoke Yiddish in Eastern Europe.
In the Hebrew of that culture the taf consonant I is sometimes pronounced like s rather
than like t, and the chiriq vowel [] always sounds like ee rather than sometimes like ih. If
you have been listening to the Ashkenazic pronunciation for a long time you might think at
first that the Sephardic pronunciation is just wrong, but the two ways are equally correct.

1.4 About Hebrew

Hebrew, like English, is an alphabet language, in which consonants and vowels are combined
to make words and words are combined to make sentences. But the languages sound different
when they are spoken and look different when they are written.

e Residents of Maine and Mississippi sometimes pronounce English in ways so different
that they can’t understand each other. People who live in different places or who have
different cultural backgrounds also pronounce Hebrew differently, and infrequently they
too have trouble understanding each other. As mentioned above, this book teaches the
Sephardic pronunciation.

e How a letter of the English alphabet is pronounced depends on the word in which it
appears. For example, the o in women sounds different from the o in open. A Hebrew
consonant or vowel almost always has the same sound no matter where it appears.
That is why it is possible to correctly sound-out a Hebrew word without recognizing
it or knowing its meaning [17, p xv].

e English and Hebrew each use some sounds that are not in the other language. Hebrew
has 5 guttural letters, two of which are pronounced in the back of the throat.

e English is written from left to right; Hebrew is written from right to left, both letters
within words and words within sentences.

e English letters can be capital or lower case; Hebrew letters have only one case.

e A capital or lower-case English letter is always written the same way. Five of the
Hebrew letters are written differently when they are the last letter in a word.

e The English alphabet has 21 consonants bcdfghjklmnpqrstvwxyz and 5 vowels aeiou.
The Hebrew alphabet has 22 consonants TTRITPXRIVUINIIUNTIIITAIN, and vowels
that are symbols printed over or under the consonants. There are web sites [21] [22]
that discuss the consonants and vowel points in great detail, but the next two Chapters
will tell you enough to read the siddur and Tanakh.



Introduction e Chapter 1

1.5 About This Book

I wrote this book for my students in the course “Reading Classical Hebrew” because I teach
the consonants, vowel points, and pronunciation of words in a way that differs from their
treatment in our otherwise excellent required text [5].

1.5.1 Pedagogical Approach

Like [5] (and many other books including [12], [8] [9], [10], [11], and [14]) this one introduces
the Hebrew consonants and vowels a few at a time with explanations and practice after each
group. I have divided the letters into groups based on their numerical values, and suggest
other devices to help you remember and recognize them.

Because the consonants and vowels are not introduced all at once, most of the words to
pronounce in each Practice section of Chapter 2 are of necessity manufactured. The real
Hebrew words that can be made from just a subset of the consonants and vowels do not
contain every combination of those elements appearing in words that include other letters.
Also, some letters appear so infrequently that using real words would not provide many
opportunities to say those letters. To give the student experience in pronouncing all of the
letters in all of their combinations, I generated the Practice “words” at random except for
the first column in each set. After the last set of consonants and vowels have been introduced
the Practice exercises and examples all use actual Hebrew words, including some from the
siddur, but this is to make the exposition more realistic rather than to teach the meanings
of the words.

The first row in each set of Practice “words” is transliterated so that the student can
confirm that he or she is saying them correctly, but I have written this book in the expectation
that it will be used with an instructor who is listening to the student say the other words and
correcting errors as they occur. If you are using this book without an instructor, I suggest
that you search the internet for sites that use audio to teach Hebrew pronunciation, or that
you attend services at a synagogue that uses Hebrew and listen to how the congregants
around you pronounce the words. This book is about reading rather than writing Hebrew,
so I do not discuss the cursive forms of the letters.

This book distinguishes between the ih vowel [] and the ee vowel L1, but it conflates the
qamats katan and khataf gamats into_a single awe vowel [J [15, p xxviii]. The meteg [J is
taken to be interchangeable with the O wedge as an accent mark (see §3.2).

In §3 my approach to explaining the dagesh and sheva is inspired by [1], but for simplicity
I have omitted some details and mostly avoided using technical jargon. The grammar that is
presented in this book, while fussier than that of [5], should still be regarded as incomplete. If
you think that I have oversimplified something I encourage you to consult the more advanced
texts listed in §5.1. If you notice something that is not a simplification but a blatant error,
I will be very grateful if you point it out to me by sending email to the appropriate address
at the contact tab of the web site from which you downloaded this book.
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Chapter 1 e Introduction

1.5.2 Mechanics

I have used different fonts of English type to indicate important facts, technical words
and phrases, transliterations, and emphasis. For Hebrew I have used a simple line font,
rather that the traditional prayerbook block typeface, so that students can easily imitate it
while they are learning the shapes of the letters. The References in §5 are cited in the text
by number, sometimes with page or part numbers; for example, [16, p72] refers to page 72 in
the siddur by Jonathan Sacks while [7, §6] refers to article 6 in the grammar by Weingreen.
Occasionally the English translation of a Hebrew word indicates gender and number by using
the abbreviations m for masculine, f for feminine, s for singular, and p for plural.

1.5.3 Acknowledgements

In writing this book I have drawn from more advanced texts including [1], [3], [4], [5],
and [7]; web sites including [20], [23], [24], and [25]; and the knowledge of several expert
acquaintances. I am grateful to my first Hebrew teacher, Rabbi Dr. Aryeh Wineman, for
introducing me to the language in 1987; to the students who have taken my course over the
past 18 years, some of whom tested an early draft; and to my wife Nancy for her meticulous
proofreading. It is of course to me rather than to any of these people or sources that you
must attribute any errors or other shortcomings you identify in the text.
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The Shapes and Sounds of the Letters

To sound out Hebrew words you need to know how to pronounce Hebrew letters. In this
book a letter is a consonant with a vowel attached, or a consonant that is sounded even
though it does not have a vowel attached. Any vowel can attach to any consonant. They
are all listed on the next page, a copy of which you should keep handy from now on.

2.1 The Alephbet

This Chapter will help you learn the consonants and vowels one set at a time so that even-
tually you will remember all of them. Each consonant has a numerical value, and many
students find the shapes and names easier to remember if the values are learned along with

them.
‘ set ‘ value shape name vowels
1 [ aleph
first 2 1,3 V?t’ bet [ patach
§2.2 3 A gimel [] qamats
’ 4 T dalet ™
) il hay
6 1 vav
second 7 T zayin 1 ohvav
62.3 8 M khet 1 oovav
9 U tet
10 1 yod
middle 2003, 3 coph, caf L] chiriq
§2.4 30 J lamed -||j oo
40 n mem :
50 ] nun
60 U samech
fourth 70 v ayin L] tsere
§2.5 80 O, 17 fay, pay [J segol
90 X tsade
100 [B) kuf )
last 200 1 resh L cholam
§2.6 300 ¥, @) sin, shin | & qubbuts
400 T taf




Chapter 2 e The Shapes and Sounds of the Letters

| consonant sound as in name
N aleph P
a b brave bet ma
a v victor vet i
A g golf gimel 319"?\
T d door dalet T
il h hotel hay Nl
1 v victor vav 1
T z zebra zayin T
m kh Bach khet m
U t tango tet nmyg
1 y yoke yod T
| c cold caf |
a9 ch Bach coph |
9 1 love lamed ™3
n o m more mem on
1 ] n none nun 113
U] s some samech JIALS;
Y ayin TY
i P park pay s
LI | f fox fay g
X P ts, tz nuts tsade X
P k king kuf 0P
1 r red resh ]
1’2, sh shell shin TY
v s sail sin e
n t tango taf ain)
| vowel sound asin name

U ih rich chiriq P
O ee see ee NI Df_ljl_'l
0 ay play tsere A
0 eh bed segol AT
[l ah mahjong | patach nng
O ah mahjong | qamats Pop
U aw awe awe PR 19N
H 0o pool qubbuts PP
0 oh pharaoh | cholam 7D OJiN

1 00 pool oovav PR3]

1 oh pharaoh | ohvav ooin

The top chart lists the Hebrew conso-
nants in order; the first two are & and
3, so the Hebrew alphabet is referred
to as the alephbet. The final forms
of the coph, mem, nun, fay, and tsade
are shown after the non-final forms of
those consonants. The 2, I, and =
have dots inside of them, which make
them sound different from the 1, 1,
and 3. The sound given for each con-
sonant is also its transliteration; in
transliterating a word it is sometimes
necessary to interpolate letters or vary
their transliteration to clarify the pro-
nunciation or to distinguish between
different words that sound alike.

The bottom chart lists the Hebrew
vowel points. The first nine are shown
as they appear around an arbitrary
consonant represented by the open
square [J; in the second the following
yod consonant changes the sound of
the combination. The last two vow-
els are pointed versions of the con-
sonant vav. When these points are
present the v sound of the vav com-
pletely disappears in most cases, but
rarely the letter is sounded woo or
voh. If an oovav or an ohvav has an-
other vowel attached to it, the oovav
or ohvav point is ignored and the let-
ter is sounded like v with the attached
other vowel.

Only occasionally is it necessary to
refer to the consonants or vowels by
name, and then we will use the En-
glish names given here even though
they are in many cases not exact
transliterations of the Hebrew names.
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2.2 The First Set

‘ value ‘ consonant sound as in ‘ name ‘

1 N aleph
9 a b brave | bet

a v victor | vet
3 A g golf | gimel
4 T d door | dalet
D il h hotel | hay

You can count these consonants on the fingers of one hand.

The consonant & is silent, but often it carries a vowel and then the sound of the letter
is the sound of the vowel. Even when an & makes no sound it is part of the spelling of the
word in which it appears.

Although they have different sounds, 2 and 1 are really the same consonant. The words
in a Hebrew dictionary are alphabetized ignoring any dots inside letters.

A dot in the middle of a 1 changes it into a Z, which changes the sound from v to b.
Later we shall see that the consonants 1, J, and I also change their sounds when they have
a dot in the middle.

Dots can appear in other letters as well, and they are part of the spelling of the words
in which they appear, but a dot changes the sound only of the 1, 13, A, and 1.

A 11 with no vowel attached is silent. This often happens at the end of a word.

Except for the oovav and ohvav, Hebrew vowels are marks placed above or below the conso-
nant to which they are attached. These two vowels sound the same.

‘ vowel sound asin ‘ name ‘
O ah  mahjong | patach
0 ah mahjong | gamats

To pronounce a letter, say the consonant first and then the vowel.
™ and & both sound like ah i1 and 11 both sound like hah

2.2.1 Shapes

This picture shows the consonants drawn
. larger, and it points out certain features
vet  gimel . ) o
N :I. A —l- gapH—I that are important for identifying them and
AR \ dalet }|1 telling them apart. Drawing them by hand
akep foot e ay might help you to remember their names
and shapes.

overhang
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2.2.2 Sounds

Some Hebrew words sound like English words, though they almost always have different
meanings, and many English words can be written phonetically using Hebrew consonants
and vowels. Here are some examples you can use to check your pronunciation of the Hebrew
letters that you have learned so far (using more of the alephbet makes it easier to write
Hebrew that sounds like English). Remember that Hebrew is written and read from right to
left.

word | TN | Al TA 11| 24 | AN
sounds like | odd | bog | god | bob | gob | hog
means in Hebrew chance

2.2.3 Practice

Pronounce these words and letters. The left column consists of real Hebrew words and their
translations; you might find some of them useful in the future, but for the purposes of this
book you need not try to remember their meanings. The first row includes transliterations
so you can check your pronunciation.

(oo 318 719 7 2 1 2
afather | ha ah va ah da ba ha da ga ah va ga
N1 2 90 2 2 ® 32 2 31 T 2 2
he came
A2l 27T 1 N 1 N 1T T i1 1
a roof
AT 1 1 & A T A T 1 @ o
a fish
L < S N B &
alas!
A A T 1 A 1 1 T & N 1
a back

2.2.4 Questions

1. Explain the meaning of the words consonant, vowel, and letter as they are used in this
book. What are the English names of the Hebrew consonants? Which of them have final
forms? What are the English names of the Hebrew vowels that are listed on page 27 Which
of them are introduced in this Chapter? Which vowels are not marks placed above or below
the consonant to which they are attached?

2. Why is the Hebrew alphabet called the alephbet? What does the open square [J represent
in this book? Which consonants have their sounds changed by having a dot inside of them?

8



The Shapes and Sounds of the Letters e Chapter 2

3. When are the letters &% and 11 silent? When pronouncing a letter, do you say the
consonant or the vowel first?

4. How do you write the number 1 in Hebrew letters?

2.3 The Second Set

‘ value ‘ consonant sound as in ‘ name ‘

6 1 A victor | vav

7 T z zebra | zayin
8 n kh Bach | khet
9 U t tango | tet

These are the rest of the consonants having one-digit values.

The khet T1 is pronounced with a rasping kh sound as in the German pronunciation of
the name Bach. (Johann Sebastian Bach was a composer who lived from 1685 to 1750 CE.)
To make the rasping sound you can hump up the back of your tongue until it touches the
roof of your mouth near the back, and exhale through the resulting crack. This sound is
essential to the correct articulation of many Hebrew words, so you should try hard to learn
how to make it.

The vav 1without a dot is pronounced v just like the consonant vet 1 without a dot, but
the 1 becomes a vowel when it has a dot inside it or over it.

‘ vowel sound asin ‘ name ‘
1 00 pool oovav
1 oh  pharaoh | ohvav

To remember the sound of the 1 you can imagine that it is a stylized picture of a person
rubbing his tummy as he views a dessert cart and says “oo!” in anticipation. To remember
the sound of the 1 you can imagine a person pointing to a star in the sky over the vav and
saying “oh!” in wonder.

If some other vowel is attached to an 1 or 1, the letter is sounded as v followed by the
attached vowel. For example, 1 and j, each with a qamats, both sound like vah.

In some words an 1 or 1 immediately follows an unpointed 1. Then the printer might
combine the unpointed vav into the pointed one so that only the 1 or 1remains. In that case
the letter must be pronounced voo or voh. On the rare occasions when this occurs (there are
no examples made from only the letters you have learned so far) you will be able to guess
that it has happened, because without adding the v sound it will be hard to say the word.

9
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2.3.1 Shapes

<— no overhang

-l vav Ho gap Hﬂ khet
long\ short U ot

<~—— overhang

—l-dalet zayin sap Hl—l hay

2.3.2 Sounds

word | W[ TA | TATO | ™A | TAT | ON | VA | TIT | TIO | RAIU
sounds like | oh | go | toga | booze | dude | vote | hoot | doze | towed | tuba
means in Hebrew | or scorn | a kettle

No English word contains the Hebrew sound T1.

2.3.3 Practice

Pronounce these words. Except for the first column, they are randomly generated combina-
tions of letters that probably have no meaning in Hebrew.

A 11 2 T 07 TN A TR AN Oin a7
a hook | goo vav bohb dov daha khoud vooga ooda vova khokha boo  doov
107 | Vg 0o 210 amn an NA AR 2N a1 JiA0 1T 1ia
gold
0an | WU 01 1 nY N1 o®@n 1A e 1T N[N U
stricken
nig| vy m 7T 2A AA  Jn e Tg T 112 YA
a chef ) .
T AT AU W W a4 AT U N0 oA I 07
a brand
RTL | NI OIT TN 71 UIT A1 A T &I T TY 13
he cut

2.3.4 Questions

1. Write the consonants having numerical values 1-9.

2. Explain how to vocalize the letter T, and practice doing so until you can easily make
that sound.

10
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3. Explain the difference in pronunciation betwen the following letters.
111177

How can you remember which of the leftmost two is an oovav and which is an ohvav? How

can you usually tell when an oovav or ohvav should be pronounced voo or voh?

4. The German name Bach contains the sound of a Hebrew T1, but does this sound occur
in any English word?

5. Describe in words how to distinguish the printed letters dalet from vav, vav from zayin,
and hay from khet.

2.4 The Middle Set

‘ value ‘ consonant sound as in ‘ name ‘

10 1 y yoke | yod

3 7 c cold | caf
20 d 7 ch  Bach | coph
30 9 1 love | lamed
40 n o m more | mem
50 1 ] n none | nun

These are the first five consonants whose values are multiples of ten.

When they are the last letter in a word, the 3 is written as 7], the 1 is written as 7, the T
is written as O, and the 1is written as ]. Each final form sounds just like the corresponding
non-final form.

Although the caf and coph have different sounds, 3 7, J, and 7 are really the same
consonant. The I or 7] has the sound of a k or hard ¢, but the J or 7 sounds just like the T1.

Notice that the 3, J, 1, and 1 happen to be consecutive in the same order as the English
letters k, I, m, and n.

‘ vowel sound as in ‘ name ‘
L] ih  rich | chiriq
] ee see |ee

When a letter [ to which a chiriq vowel is attached is immediately followed by a yod, the yod
loses its y sound and the combination is pronounced like ee. In this book a chiriq that is not
immediately followed by a yod always sounds like ih; outside of this book many Ashkenazic
Jews pronounce it as ee also.

& sounds like ih as in itch 72 sounds like bee

11
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2.4.1 Shapes

D mem foot final coph
vet :I. /

final nun
i J —|\ no overhang

foot long stem

gap on flat top j . A _l vav long stem
coph gimel
¥knee " short stem—»l \overhang

!
U tot \no foot dalet

gap on flat bottom

2.4.2 Sounds

word [ TeX | AL | T | U1 | UA | AT [ a0 T B A T B TT
sounds like | is | bog | tease | bit | got | dig | yacht | who | he key | dizzy
means in Hebrew he | she | since

2.4.3 Practice

Pronounce these words. Except for the first column, they are randomly generated combina-
tions of letters that probably have no meaning in Hebrew.

TR T A om M 233 e I 23R nputl
a k.in.g yeeldov khochlag balee cheelcib akha yeecich ichva_ch ve.etmakh
M3 | 7Y 1112 13290 Rad uta 9397 Il Imng
a scholar
1| A3AT A AT qomnt) T1d ITAT Tn iEm
a tree
79| NI aNN"3 Ony 1300 03313 T TIRAE] AT
a dictionary
TJJ | TNTA 1AM M3add naa ITIY 1700 mIn
he caught . . . )
I | nam 1371 13A1 TR AJdd MIna UG TIAUT
he ate
190 | OAU1 NN TNIIA - 030 71T 111 "Jnn "aXia
he went
0993 | Oim 10211 MM (13100 WUIa (2330 Tt Tl
idols
013 | &11721 0101 193] m7T T3A21 217277 133 AT
all of them

2.4.4 Questions

1. Of the letters you have learned so far, which have a different form if they appear at the
end of a word? Which have a different sound if they appear at the end of a word? Which
have a different sound if they contain a dot?

12
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2. Of the letters you have learned so far, Which have the guttural kh or ch sound? Which
have the sound of a k or hard ¢?

3. What number is represented by 107

4. In the Ashkenazic pronunciation of Hebrew, the chiriq vowel [] always sounds like ee.
When does it sound like ee in the Sephardic pronunciation that is used in this book? Explain.

5. How can you distinguish between the characters that are printed for a vav, a zayin, and
a final nun?

6. Beginning Hebrew students learn that “Who is he, and he is she.” This book is not
about the meanings of the words that it uses as examples, but from the sounds of examples
you have seen can you explain this mysterious slogan?

2.5 The Fourth Set

‘ value ‘ consonant sound as in ‘ name ‘

60 O s some | samech

70 v ayin

30 L p  park | pay
LI f fox | fay

90 XP ts,tz nuts | tsade

These are the rest of the consonants having two-digit numerical values.

Some Sephardic Jews give V a short guttural sound, made like that for a T or 1 but
with the tongue withdrawn to touch the back of the throat. The inflection is subtle and
most people have a hard time making it, so we will consider V to be a silent letter. Often
an V carries a vowel and then you can pronounce the vowel, but even when it does not the
consonant is part of the spelling of the word in which it appears.

When they are the last letter in a word, the T is written as ¥, the O is written as 7], and
the X is written as P. Each final form sounds just like the corresponding non-final form.

Although they have different sounds, B and I are really the same consonant. You can
remember that the pay T has a dot inside if you imagine it representing a pea in a pod.

The X can sound like either ts or tz depending on which feels more natural in pronounc-
ing the word where it appears.

‘ vowel sound asin ‘ name ‘

0 ay play | tsere
C eh  bed | segol

13
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2.5.1 Shapes

- tsade :
r hook ——— 'L—l
flat on bottom open side ayin .
<———no point .
U samech ending coph
losed sid Naleph no hook —— —|
T—round on bottom closed side <~ pointed
2.5.2 Sounds
word | "JOQ | UV | UJ T | AT | X3 | AT PRk 10
sounds like | safety | ate | less | need | maybe | pets | peg peel sale
means in Hebrew a pen motion an elephant

2.5.3 Practice

Pronounce these words. Except for the first column, they are randomly generated combina-
tions of letters that have no meaning in Hebrew.

YIQ | MINgng TPXIINT  TiEINNAT  TNODIR AX1I911 ARIIR]

arock | femfaymlokh dimchep't'soof davmaycop tza\}mes:kl'lef bofveentziv vitzpayntsag
YU | U1VRod  MmUia vnomgnal TRIRAIR XTI T3
a branch ) )
IR | 72180 T2rMTA SEnTITR DATIDR MNpIn NXERY
crowded ) ) )
NJT | JNNIXI WAIRI TTITOY YXEIADE MIXERX  POUTUIN
a marvel

NOX | N3INad  TIONIY prmaONIn 12'OoxX - YRR 1IX0IE
north ) ) ) )
Yo) | pmang maimAl 0 ToYRR IXEIY Nyaged 1gngol

he traveled . ) . . ’
Oya | 1M01@  TJugna miadgan jddinam yvaindn o TRUADD
anger
Ova | =AY JIRIARIR ARIYD TINYUR RN NIXIA
once

X | TX3IAAD TRIIIM 971397 PTOIM RINE ORIy

he floated ’ ) ’
vxa | OudTg] VIRDIT O SOIMMX j3301'0 0 IXNXNE Javixem

he wounded . ’ .
Uy UL f4a3vn HMTaImu 1X1VTH T1AJOL "1377"31'1'1

he mocked ) ) ) ) ) )
Pan | panan  NY@AAY  p1I0d 01T TRXIIY ANTI0

a wish

14
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These words are hard to pronounce just because they are long, but many of them also include
awkward letter sequences even though they are made up of possible Hebrew syllables. We
shall see in Chapter 3 that Hebrew provides a device for making such words easier to say.

2.5.4 Questions

1. The gematria of a word or sequence of Hebrew consonants is the sum of their numerical
values. Write down a sequence of Hebrew consonants that has the gematria 25.

2. If a letter has no sound, such as an aleph or ayin that does not carry a vowel, can it be
omitted in writing the word in which it occurs? Can you tell when a word is pronounced
whether or not it includes such a letter?

3. Correct this spelling of the word NP™, which means “he split open”
4. The X and the V both have curved segments. How can you distinguish them?

5. Using the consonants and vowels that you have learned so far, make up a Hebrew word
that sounds like an English word.

2.6 The Last Set

‘ value ‘ consonant sound as in ‘ name ‘

100 PP k king | kuf
200 1 r red resh
v sh  shell | shin
300 1)) s sail sin
400 n t tango | taf

These are the last of the consonants, and they count by hundreds.

The 17 looks like the Roman letter P, so you must be careful not to pronounce it as one.

Israelis roll their pronunciation of 1 by humping the tongue partway towards the roof of
the mouth, but most non-Israelis do not.

Even though they are pronounced differently, ©J and ©J are really the same consonant.
You will know which leg gets the dot if you remember that “sin should be left behind” and
that “she is always right.”

Sometimes the letter Il appears with a dot inside. In this book Il and I both always
sound like t. Outside of this book everybody says t for I, but many Ashkenazic Jews say
s for I and some Sephardic Jews say th for I [4, §1.4] when it appears at the end of a
syllable.

The 12 sounds just like the 3; ©J sounds just like U; I sounds just like U. Earlier we saw
that 1 is pronounced like T and that an unpointed 11is pronounced like an unpointed 1. An

15



Chapter 2 e The Shapes and Sounds of the Letters

unpointed N and an unpointed V are both silent. When you look in a Hebrew dictionary
for the spelling of a word and all you know is its pronunciation, you might have to check
several possible spellings before you find the right one.

‘ vowel sound as in ‘ name ‘
[ oo  pool qubbuts
0 oh  pharaoh | cholam

The qubbuts [J and the oovav 1 both sound like oo, and the cholam (0 and the ohvav 1both
sound like oh. Many Hebrew words have alternate spellings depending on whether an oo
sound is written with a qubbuts or an oovav, or on whether an oh sound is written with a
cholam or an ohvav. The spelling is called plene if an oovav or ohvav is used, or defective if
a qubbuts or cholam is used instead, but both spellings are pronounced the same. Thus T1V
and TV (meaning still or yet) are both pronounced like ode while 117 and N1 (meaning
Ruth) are both pronounced like root. This can be an additional complication in using a
dictionary, which might [19, p vii] include only the plene spelling. The dot of a cholam can
be anywhere on top of the consonant, so & and N both sound like oh.

The dots over the right leg of the shin and over the left leg of the sin are not the cholam
vowel but part of the letter, and they do not give either letter an oh sound. When a cholam
appears on the letter that precedes a ©J or follows a ©J, the dots are often combined. For
example, the name Tﬂgjh is commonly rendered TIg_jTJ, with the surviving dot serving both
to indicate that the letter is a shin and to provide the oh sound in Moshe. A ¥J with a dot
at each end, ©J, might be pronounced either sho or so depending on the word; a dictionary
giving the plene spelling will reveal which it is.

2.6.1 Shapes

<——no overhang
—l resh foot ——» ]_l taf

short stems 3
< <~ overhang —|<—long stem

dalet ending coph no foot —» ]_l khet

2.6.2 Sounds

word | T | "B | 1¥) | T2 | P | M | INAF AL,
sounds like | shore | tile | shave | car | coal | petty | toot shook
means in Hebrew | an ox | wire sit! cold | a voice | a fool | a berry | a market

16
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2.6.3 Practice

Pronounce these real Hebrew words. You do not need to remember their meanings.

11l
grace
17110

turn aside!

7

a line

11

go down!

U
he gathered

oy
with

Y

a calf
o

if
7m
thanks
El-'DT_I_l'
blood
¥

a jester
oMY
officers

D
100

23
he took

T
a pedestal

[WAID,

arise!

yar

a seed
iy
he did
o]

a womb
121

a shield

1y

he crossed
Lt

a candle
PIY
convulsions
ok

in them
LAY,
hiding place
3

thus
T
generations
qiejol

a stage
maj
many
(BN

he was strong

a1
he remembered
11

give!

2.6.4 Questions

1. The holiday of Lag baOmer occurs on the 33rd day of counting the omer (an 1]937 is a

T3

go!
120
a king
o
north
13
Levi
N
he said

e

he

WINT

a head
Y

a plain
T
there is not
ol
flesh
mia
daughters
oy
peace

10
a book

2aln

winter

PY
a tree
I

a month

niay
Shabbat
a3
bread
07110
good
=

a wing
U

turn aside!
T

his fellow
pila)e

a gift
il

to go down
o

end

rm?

TIT
seaward

N
you ms
nay

Shabbat
MY
a guard

i
he was
Uy
east
Q1h%

a fowl

AL
a garméﬁt
1

yes
1L
blessed
‘|'|'|
Wiflé
Y
he ate
Y
a year
[N
trouble

[goln

leaven

111

he gave
TPa
morn'ing
94
silver
X

a flock
i
other
1
he built
Y
Sarah
kY

now

El-'_jl;—lT.
sons
onr

a day

[mhva:

a time

TN

-
a brother

11

he gave
NIY
he hated
117

a heart
Tyiauv
a ring
Oipn
a place
1Y

a stone
gk

all

[

a mouth

V1
bad

1y

he went up
P

a land
mp)hY

a world

T
1000
MY
pure
0T
red

4
he flew

10
he loved

I
asking
™

an infant
Sun
(RN
olives
g

a ram horn
o

a day
2y
dust
e
wicked
gl
come!
T

he moved
P

an ibex

sheaf of barley). Explain the first word in the holiday’s Hebrew name, ‘I‘Q'VE_L AT
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2. How can you remember which leg of a ©J or ¥J gets the dot? Is the dot part of the
letter?

3. In this book, what is the sound value of the letter I'1? Does it change its sound if it is
written M7 Explain.

4. Suppose that you hear someone say a Hebrew word and want to look up its meaning in
a dictionary. Why might you need to try several possible spellings before you find the right
one? Give all of the reasons you can think of.

5. Which two Hebrew vowels have an oo sound? Which two have an oh sound? How are
the letter combinations @0 and [J¥J sometimes printed?

6. What is plene spelling, and how does it differ from defective spelling? Can any word
that is spelled one way also be spelled the other?

7. How can you distinguish a printed resh from a printed dalet? From an ending coph?
How can you distinguish a taf from a khet?

2.7 The Five Final-Form Letters

The final-form letters were introduced along with their non-final forms in the sections indi-
cated below. Each final-form letter is pronounced just like its non-final form, and they are
the same letter in alphabetical order.

‘ introduced ‘ letter sound asin ‘ name ‘

§2.4 1 c cold | final caf
] ch  Bach | final coph
§2.4 O m more | final mem
§2.4 ] n none | final nun
§2.5 9 P park | final pay
9 f fox | final fay
§2.5 P tz  nuts | final tsade

The only vowel that is ever attached to a final-form consonant is a qamats on 7 or 7, in
which case the letter ] is pronounced cha or the letter 7] is pronounced ka. When a final
coph has no vowel attached, it is sometimes rendered as 3 with two dots inside; these dots
do not change the sound of the letter (see §3.4).

The final caf and final pay appear only very rarely in the Hebrew Bible. Genesis 21:16
ends with the word *)ATI]1, vatayvc meaning “she burst into tears,” and Proverbs 30:6 begins
with the words ®UIN N, al tohsp meaning “he did not add.”

18
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2.7.1 Examples

Here are some real Hebrew words in which the final-form letters are used, and for comparison
some other words in which those same letters appear in their non-final forms.

‘ letter ‘ at the end of a word ‘ not at the end of a word ‘

coph 1 1112 gl 37T
but blessed be he ate I remember

ach baruch achal zochayr

mem | OTJN o'y 0aiun Tnr
a place trees a kitchen charming

makom aytzeem mitbakh khamood

nun | 118 11 N3 U3
a stone between | understanding a miracle

even bayen beenah nays

fay | 7193 0T vay 13
silver Joseph abundance ashes

cesef yosef shefa ayfer

tsade | PIY P 1nx X
an insect summer yellow he came out

sheratz kayitz tzahov yatza

2.7.2 Questions

1. Which final-form consonants can carry a vowel? What is the vowel?
2. Write down transliterations of ] and 7] to show how they are pronounced.

3. When a final coph has no vowel attached, it can be printed in two ways. What are they?

2.8 Exercises

1. Decode the following message of encouragement, which consists of English words written
(right to left) in Hebrew letters.

T\ T TR A1AW] AITTD
TR T MY T

2. Write the following poem out phonetically using Hebrew consonants and vowels, and
give it to someone you love.

Roses are red
violets are blue.
If you pronounce
It says I love you.
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3. In these English words the indicated letters have different sounds. Write down a com-
bination of Hebrew vowels and consonants that provides a phonetic spelling of each English
word, or explain why that cannot be done.

letter | words in which the letter is pronounced differently
a ran ate father
e bet peek
i pie big
0 shove drove boot pop
u uniform put
]| Jug
ch | check

You should have discovered several sounds that are in English but not in Hebrew. Can you
think of any others? What sounds are in Hebrew but not in English?

4. Here are the Hebrew names of the letters in the alephbet. Pronounce each name out
loud as you write the corresponding letter beside it.

) 11 1] N M7 A ma T
% gjsls) 17 on ] 32 T my
gl g Y T X g

Under each Hebrew letter name write your own transliteration. To be phonetically accurate
these should in some cases differ from the conventional letter names given in the table on the
second page of this Chapter (you will find that some of your precise transliterations sound
enough like each other to be more easily confused than the conventional names).

5. Write down the Hebrew letters that are silent, the letters that sound like s, the letters
that sound like k, the letters that sound like t, the letters that sound like v, and the letters
that sound like kh or ch.

6. Write down the final forms of the five letters that have a final form, along with their
non-final forms. Draw pictures to show what the vowels you have learned so far look like
when they are attached to an arbitrary consonant represented by [J.

7. To be able to use a Hebrew dictionary you will need to know the order of the letters in
the alephbet. Memorize the consonants in order.
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8. Read the words in the following pairs out loud, being careful not to confuse letters that

look alike but sound different or look different but sound alike.

9. Read the following real Hebrew words.

171X
spring
k!
she came

NTd

T T
he concocted

Tl
cloth

T2
he sheared
T

he darted
AT
meditation
1N

my father

nat

he sacrificed

UlT]
he beat

i
he beheld

RN
a riddle

T
a jug

21

! [
chance a candle yes a line
ox 0Oy na 73
a fast  with he spit  thus
gLah s TP Y
he snored  a river a wall a pot
X AN 119 01
command! a father virtue  a blemish
oo 13 33
he lived  he was he built  an easel
1 W T
he loved a father one of
23 M7
he came he seized misty
™NTa gt Nuz
a liar booty he trusted
11 [ Tl
plunder he scorned he looted
TN T M
he told fleece  he broke out
117 1T T
he whispered slander a nipple
T AN AR
he thanked he was she lives
TN 1713 i1
he perlshed alone tall
107 A7 T
gold her hand radiance
ATl 1AT] NUITI
a festival a locust he sinned
AAT] e AT
he celebrated he gladdened terror
nau oy
a cook he plastered fitting
13 1713 a2
thus a lie spit

O] o7
high  blood
1Y JY
he broke wages
0d OA
also crude
wn Yo
bare nine f
01e) U0
garlic  a horse
e ™
a brother then
n1 NN
he consented daddy
TAl Sk}
he betrayed alabaster
A waa
he grew a sexton
72 ™
a riverbank a sinew
T T
David David
AN TaT
he ached he endowed
AT T
he worried he postponed
T T4
worthy esteem
hL [LSY
alive wheat
1an n
he hid a buckle
T T
together a friend
= 1113
thus thus
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3

The Spelling and Pronunciation of Words

In Chapter 2 you learned the Hebrew consonants and all but one of the vowels. In this
Chapter you will learn some rules of Hebrew grammar that affect pronunciation, and how
to say words.

3.1 Special Categories of Letters

Many rules of grammar depend on whether a consonant belongs to one of these groups of

letters.
VTR the guttural letters

TIEATAL  the beged-cepet letters

It is hard to read the top string of letters as a word, but the bottom string can be pronounced
beged-cepet (with a hard c). A consonant with a dot is really the same as one without, so
the letters TIOJTAL are also in the beged-cepet group (even though 1 has a guttural sound).

3.2 Syllables

In Hebrew a syllable always begins with a consonant, and consists of either

a consonant with a vowel attached & ah
or a consonant with a vowel followed by a another consonant P]] retz

A syllable contains exactly one vowel sound, carried by its first or only consonant.
The ee, oovav, and ohvav are vowels, so constructs like 77, 13, and 1%J are each considered a
single consonant with a vowel. The ee, oovav, and ohvav standing alone are also considered
to be a consonant with a vowel, so each can be a syllable by itself.

In Hebrew as in English we read words one syllable at a time, with a natural stop or transition
in the sound at the end of each syllable.

Pl + & + 00 = PR theland

07 + O + & = 090N tents
o+ 9 = O7Y  peace

Ml + M o+ W = I afemale guard
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Usually the accent is on the last syllable of a word, as in the middle two of the
examples above; otherwise it is on the syllable before the last one, as in the first and last
examples. When a segol is repeated, as in J‘I‘IDWJ the accent often shifts to the syllable
bearing the first segol; when a qamats is repeated as in P_Jadi], the accent often shifts to the
syllable bearing the second qamats.

When the accent is on a syllable other than the final one, it is often marked to show that.
Some books [4] [5] use a wedge on top of the word at the beginning of the accented syllable,
as shown on the left below. In the siddur, the Chumash, and some Hebrew dictionaries, the
standard way of marking the accented syllable is with a small vertical line called a meteg at
the end of that syllable, as shown on the right.

Wefge IT]DTY) = shoMEret
‘|J‘|§2|_| _ haArets ? a female guard
oo meteg

the land

If an accent mark appears on a syllable other than the last or second-to-last, it denotes a
secondary stress and the primary stress remains on the last syllable.

3.3 The Dagesh [

Many of the Hebrew words you have seen include consonants with a dot in the middle. This
dot is called a dagesh, and it can occur in any letter except the gutturals (the guttural letter
i1 can take a dot called a mappik, which looks like a dagesh but has a different function).

3.3.1 The beged-cepet Letters

When a beged-cepet letter appears at the beginning of a syllable and does not
immediately follow a vowel sound, it almost always has a dagesh. In particular, a
beged-cepet letter at the beginning of a word almost always has a dagesh unless the previous
word in that sentence ends in a vowel. In Chapter 2 you learned that the letters 1, J, and
I change their sound if they have such a dagesh.

TR oy oang Ty T na
Torah pa’am catav david geer bayit
Torah a time  he wrote David chalk  a house

When a beged-cepet letter appears at the end of a word it almost always lacks
a dagesh.

poj maw TR pn Tal Al Iy
natatta shabbat ahf melech beged khag av
you gave Shabbat a nose a king a garment a holiday a father
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3.3.2 Implicit Doubling

When a dagesh appears in a letter that does immediately follow a vowel sound, the
consonant carrying the dagesh is implicitly doubled. The sound of the consonant is
repeated only if that makes the word easier to say, but the doubled consonant always affects
the pronunciation of the word through its division into syllables. In these examples, the
first occurrence of the implicitly-doubled consonant ends the first syllable and the second
occurrence begins the second syllable. A vowel or accent on a consonant that is implicitly

doubled attaches to the second occurrence. A consonant at the end of a word is seldom

doubled. 1eemmayd —I--Q + 'D'Ij — T@"j he taught

itto M + T = IFRY with him

The dagesh is retained in both occurrences of an implicitly-doubled beged-cepet
letter. According to the first rule above, a beged-cepet letter that immediately follows a
vowel sound need not have a dagesh, but it may, and then it is doubled. Here the 2 follows

the patach.
abba NI + AN = NRIANX daddy

Every dagesh has a reason, but you will not learn all of them from this book. When you
don’t know why a dagesh is present or unexpectedly missing, just think of that as part of
the spelling of the word.

3.4 The Sheva [

Many Hebrew words include consonants to which no vowel is attached. Sometimes such
a word is impossible to say without making some sound after pronouncing the vowel-less
consonant and before starting to pronounce the next consonant. If you listen carefully as
you say this word 19997

you will hear the sound you involuntarily make when you move your tongue between the
first 7 and the second J. That sound is indicated by placing a sounded sheva under the first
7, yielding the spelling on the right and the syllables on the left.

hal’looyah ' + 13 4+ 7 4+ 0 = FIMIJO  praise the Loxd

sounded sheva

In the transliteration into Roman letters of a Hebrew word that contains a sounded sheva in
its spelling, it is conventional to denote the sheva by an apostrophe following the letter to
which it is attached. A sounded sheva counts as a vowel sound, so the second syllable shown
above fits the definition given earlier.
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Sometimes a vowel-less consonant can be pronounced without making a sound after it and
the word then comes out wrong. Here are the consonants and vowels of another word.

TN
As it is written we could pronounce this mowed, but that can’t be a Hebrew word because it
can’t be broken into Hebrew syllables (try it). The Hebrew word is actually spelled like this

mod TN 4+ TN = TND much
sounded sheva

and pronounced with a slight hesitation between the T and the TiN. To show that a sound
should be interpolated to produce that effect, the word is spelled with a sounded sheva.

Exactly what brief, indistinct sound is represented by a sounded sheva depends on the
consonants it connects and on the articulation the speaker naturally uses to get from one
to the other. In the first example above, for hal’looyah some people say ha-luh-loo-yah
while others say ha-1ih-loo-yah. In the second example, for m’od some people say muh-od
while others say meh-od or mah-od.

sheva sound | as in
uh bug
ih city
ah maroon
eh stupefy

These bridging sounds are ideally of such short duration that one is uncertain which variant
was spoken, so they are all equivalent in practice. A sounded sheva is treated like a vowel
when dividing a word into syllables, even though its sound is only fleeting.

It is also possible for a sheva to be silent. Then it is not treated like a vowel when
dividing a word into syllables. Some books [17, p IX] print a line over a letter whose sheva
is sounded, and some [16, p lvi] make the : symbol bigger when a sheva is sounded, but
usually, as in this book, a sounded and a silent sheva look just the same. Then it is necessary
to determine from its placement in the word whether a sheva is sounded or silent.

A sheva at the beginning of a syllable is sounded. In particular, a sheva at the
beginning of a word is sounded.

sh’ma VD + ¥ = VDU listen!
sounded sheva

When a sheva appears at the beginning of a syllable, that letter is a syllable by itself as in
this example.

26



The Spelling and Pronunciation of Words e Chapter 3

A sheva at the end of a syllable is silent. In particular, a sheva at the end of a word
is silent (even if this produces a final syllable that has too many consonants). The two dots
that are sometimes printed in an ending coph 3], which will always be at the end of a word,
are actually a silent sheva. If an accented syllable has a sheva, it ends the syllable and is
silent.

yisrael W + 1 + W = WIY! sl
mishpat U3 4+ Yn = UIYN  judgment
yitzkhak PO+ X = POXY saac
shamart IJD + W = IDY  you fs guarded
kamt TIDP = TIDP  youfs arose
silent lhivas silent shevas

Not every syllable end is marked by a silent sheva, but a silent sheva marks the end of a
syllable.

A sheva cannot be silent if that would result in consecutive consonants having
no vowel sound between them. If the sheva in FI;'-]'U'?[I were silent, its decomposition

into syllables
hallooyah ' + 13 + 70 # ®MIJ0 incorrect

silent sheva
would be unpronounceable because of the 7.

3.4.1 Adjacent Shevas

When two shevas are adjacent in the middle of a word, the first ends a syllable
and is silent, but the second marks a syllable by itself and is sounded.

nishm’oo 1V + M + W1 = VNI they were heard
ticht’vee 1+ I+ I = AT you fs will write
yizc’roo o+ I3 + T = AT they will remember
mishp’khot ITM + I + YN = TIINIYD families
t t
sounded silent

In the bottom three examples the consonant bearing the sounded sheva has a dagesh, but
because the letter follows a silent sheva, which is not a vowel sound, it is not implicitly
doubled.
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Except at the end of a word, a sheva that is attached to a letter with a dagesh
is sounded. If a sheva is attached to an implicitly-doubled consonant, as in the example
below, the sheva on the first occurrence of the consonant is silent and the sheva on the
second occurrence of the consonant is sounded. Because of this, in the original (i.e., correct)
spelling of the word, the sheva that is attached to the letter with the dagesh is sounded.
hann’areem 0O7] + v o+ J + .;||_| = D-'—D_Z]El the young men

f t t

sounded  silent sounded

When a consonant is implicitly doubled its first occurrence ends a syllable, so we could think
of it as pointed with a silent sheva whether or not a sheva was originally attached to the
consonant with the dagesh.

If two shevas would be adjacent at the beginning of a word, the first becomes
a chiriq and the second sheva is silent. For example, when the prefix '] meaning “to”

is attached to the name JIMYJ), Samuel, the word is written :39M%7 and pronounced
lishmooayl.

Some words can be divided into syllables in different ways without violating any of the rules
explained above; here is an example.

shamroo 11 + pw_arj # J‘IDT_arj incorrect

sham’roo 11 + T + 1_2; = :|—|D"_2'_j they will guard
t

sounded silent

Then the correct alternative can usually be identified by applying the following rule.

If the sheva in an unaccented syllable follows one of the vowels UL, or an 1
at the beginning of the word, then it is silent; otherwise it is sounded.

In the example, the sheva in question appears in an unaccented syllable and follows a [
vowel. Therefore it is sounded, and the second decomposition of the word into syllables
must be the correct one. The awe vowel U is discussed in the next Section.

3.4.2 Enhanced Shevas

Now that you know how to recognize and say a sounded sheva, how would you pronounce
the word on the left below?

1IN ahnee "IN I

What makes it hard is that the & has no sound of its own. The same trouble is presented
by the V, and a T1 or 71 with a sounded sheva attached would be almost as baffling. In
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words where these four letters (the gutturals except for 1) have a sheva, the sheva is silent
and a helping vowel sound is added to make the syllable possible to say. The word on the
right above is pointed with an enhanced sheva, in this case a half-patach, so that it can
be pronounced ahnee. (In addition to serving as an aid to pronunciation, the half-patach
appears in the prefix 7] which [5, §21] signals a question.)

There are two other enhanced shevas, the half-segol and the half-qamats, which appear

in the words below.
emet TTDXN truth na’awmee 'NDVI1 Naomi

The half-segol should ideally be pronounced more quickly than a full segol, but few people
are actually able to do that so for practical purposes the half-segol and the segol have the
same sound. The sheva of a half-patach or half-segol is part of the spelling of a pointed word
in which it appears even though it does not change the sound of the vowel.

The half-qamats sounds like a shortened o, more like awe than oh. The enhanced sheva
notation is used for that sound in some books [5, p166]; other books instead use [16, p lvi] an
enlarged qamats or [15, p xxviii] the notation shown on the left below. We will think of that
as a full vowel named awe, so it is listed as one in the table at the beginning of Chapter 2.

‘ enhanced sheva sound as in ‘ name ‘
ah honest | half-patach
eh bed half-segol

aw law half-qamats

‘ vowel sound asin ‘ name ‘

‘D aw law ‘awe ‘

AO=0A0

For the purpose of dividing a word into syllables, the enhanced shevas and the awe are all
considered vowel sounds. Here are some other words in which they appear.

(! Rk oy Eiglars s oTi)
awneyyah awnee eloheem emoonah makhaneh hadas
a ship poor gods faith a camp myrtle

3.5 Other Vocalizations

e When the last letter of a word is Tl and the vowel underneath it is a patach, the letter
is pronounced akh rather than kha. This patach is referred to as furtive because it
sneaks ahead of the consonant and gets pronounced first. In a word with a furtive
patach, the accent is on the preceding syllable. Here are some examples.

< < < <, <. < .
0 03 N oy Ry 1Y)
rooakh coakh noakh shaleeakh samayakh 1’shabayakh
spirit strength Noah an emissary joyous to praise
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e When a yod has a vowel it is pronounced as y followed by the vowel. In the two
examples on the right, 1" is a yod with a vowel.

T O UmpE L=t LAY
yeled yatom y’varchoocha evyon elyon
a child an orphan they will bless you a poor person supreme

e When a yod follows a consonant with a chiriq, it is part of the ee vowel, as in ahddeer
below. When the ee vowel is attached to a yod, "7 is pronounced yee as in khayeem
and vihyeetem. The yod that is part of the ee vowel carries no vowel of its own,
except in the rare case when a repeated yod is elided. That happens in the contracted
spelling of teeyayv on the right, where the yod carries a tsere as well as serving as
part of the ee vowel.

NI o ol LY L9
ahddeer khayeem vihyeetem teeyayv teeyayv
majestic life and you mp will be he improved he improved

e When a yod has no vowel and is the last letter of a word, it sounds like y.

1Y 129 MR D MY A
inooy oolahye elohay matahye eelooy goy

torment perhaps God of when a prodigy a nation

e When a yod has no vowel and is not the last letter of a word, it is silent. In particular,
when a word ends with the letters 1" they sound like v. When Hebrew is
written without vowel points, such as in a Torah scroll, this locution is used to clarify
that the vav is to be pronounced v rather than as an oovav or an ohvav. Each of these
words contains a silent yod.

R T2 TR T Tdyn I
techezenah raglecha raglav aylav ma’asav s’tav
they will behold your feet his feet to him his works autumn

e When two vavs are adjacent in the middle of a word, the first is silent and the second

sounds like v.
ca-ve-ret TI]1 + 1 + 12 = TIINZd a beehive
. . } X

silent

Recall that an oovav or ohvav to which some other vowel is attached sounds like a v
followed by that vowel, so here ] sounds like veh.
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3.6 Other Diacritical Marks

In addition to the vowel points, the dagesh, and the sheva, other marks can accompany
Hebrew letters. You should be familiar with the most common of them, so that you will
recognize those that affect the way in which words are voiced.

e Hebrew lacks certain sounds that are necessary in pronouncing loan words from other
languages. When a geresh ‘[ follows a Hebrew consonant it changes the sound of the
consonant. These are its most common uses.

‘ letter sound as in ‘
| ch choice
A J Jjuice

NN th thanks

e A gershayim " is placed before the last letter of a word to show that the word is an
abbreviation or [18, p ix,x| a number written using Hebrew letters. The word on the
left below is an acronym made from the first letters of the words TI:ﬁFI, the five books
of Moses, 072371, the books of the Prophets, and 01913, the books of the Writings.

_]\\;]_Tl 1\\1-QJ]_|\|—| 1\\1UJ_|
tanach 5712 712
Hebrew Bible 1952 1952

In Chapter 2 you learned the numerical values of the Hebrew consonants. In the
example in the middle above, the “word” is a number whose value is the sum of the
numerical values of the letters, except for the 11 which the geresh indicates should be

multiplied by 1000.
NI = 2 + 10 + 300 + 400 + 1000 x 5 = 5712

This example happens to be the publication date of a book. The year 3760 in the
Hebrew calendar corresponds to year zero in the secular calendar, so the year 5712 in
the Hebrew calendar corresponds to 1952 CE. On the right above this same date is
written using a common shortened form in which the 1 is assumed.

e When portions from the Torah, the Prophets, and certain books of the Writings are
read in the synagogue, the words are chanted to a melody. In printed texts, the musical
phrases of the appropriate melody are indicated by cantillation or trope marks written
above and below the words. For an example of text printed with trope see [16, p99];
for an explanation of two of the marks see [5, p281].

e A Torah scroll itself contains only words and spaces, with no punctuation or trope, but
sometimes letters bear calligraphic embellishments called crowns. These marks do not
affect the pronunciation or meaning of the words.
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3.7 Exercises

1. From memory, write down the guttural and beged-cepet letters. What are some special
ways in which letters in these two groups are treated?

2. Which of the following sequences of consonants and vowels could be a Hebrew syllable?
If any could not be, explain why. Is it true that anything you can pronounce could be a
syllable? Is it true that anything you can’t pronounce could never be a syllable?

1Y ik ] b 11V Y AU oY AT

T

3. Write down a transliteration into Roman letters of each word below. The transliterations
of the individual Hebrew letters are listed in the table at the beginning of Chapter 2.

Qg nay a3 % A 10 ma

Torah Shabbat he wrote he flew chalk a king a house

4. Break each of these words into syllables and then pronounce the word. How can you tell
which syllable should be accented?

mnayin o7 iy 01N
families ways they will write Abraham
O"NEYIn T3 T30 RRIN
their bowing and in your going I went Judah
mpkiy YYD 10 TN

they who come your mp deeds and you will love I brought out
2RIAT [ERRiglh PR Ov117d

who brings forth we are giving and righteousness the words

5. What is a dagesh? Which letters never have one? Which letters usually have a dagesh
when they are the first letter in a word? What letters always have a dagesh when they are
the last letter in a word? When does a dagesh change the sound of a letter?

6. Put a dagesh in the following words wherever one is necessary, and read each word.
Which words have their pronunciation changed by the addition of a dagesh?

A[PLE) a7 TA By e nrng 3

he is taking a word big a calf he is opening strength
11973 2 i TR0 g phvAd
before my houses parents constant his face he acted
1 oo mo oy I 11

he built life alive two perhaps my sons
g nma o 7112 o7 0"19m0
equal to a covenant Sivan a border blood the kings
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7. Describe two functions of a sounded sheva. How is a sounded sheva denoted in the
transliteration of a word into Roman letters? What brief, indistinct sound is represented by
a sounded sheva? In decomposing a word into its syllables, does a sounded sheva count as
a vowel sound? Can a sounded sheva ever be on the first letter of a two-letter syllable?

8. What is the function of a silent sheva? How is a silent sheva denoted in the transliteration
of a word into Roman letters? In decomposing a word into its syllables, does a silent sheva

count as a vowel sound? Can a silent sheva ever be on the single letter of a one-letter
syllable?

9. A grammarian proposes that we think of the sheva in this simple way.

A sheva always ends a syllable. If the syllable consists of a single letter, then the
sheva also begins the syllable and it is sounded. If the syllable consists of two letters,
then the sheva is on the second letter and is silent.

Is this summary correct? If not, present an example to show why it is incorrect.

10. When two shevas are adjacent in the middle of a word, how does that affect the division
of the word into syllables? Which sheva is silent and which is sounded?

11. If a letter with a dagesh has a sheva, under what circumstances is the sheva sounded?
When does the presence of a dagesh indicate that a consonant is to be implicitly doubled in
determining a word’s decomposition into syllables?

12. Is a sheva that ends an accented syllable silent or sounded? How can you tell whether
a sheva in an unaccented syllable is silent or sounded?

13. What happens when two shevas would be adjacent at the beginning of a word?

14. Decompose each of the words below into syllables, and provide a transliteration into
Roman letters. Identify each sheva as silent or sounded, and if a consonant is implicitly
doubled show both of its occurrences in your decomposition. All of these tongue-twisters are
from the siddur, and appear in the blessings before the Sh’ma or in the Sh’ma itself.

OMZYINA  and they are praising
ORI they raise themselves
TTIRTAT  the shining lights
OTRILT]  and you taught them
NI DID  upright
TR in your commandments

DJ‘P]_I‘II]:IPJTH and bowing down to them

33



Chapter 3 e The Spelling and Pronunciation of Words

15. Which syllabification is correct? How can you tell?

. . _

l.llnnee J + Jl—l 11T here I am
hin’nee "1 + 1+ a1 = """

16. What is the function of an enhanced sheva? What do the three enhanced shevas look
like and sound like? (The half-patach has already appeared in several previous Exercises, so
if you worked them you already know how to say it.) Is the awe vowel actually an enhanced
sheva? Explain.

17. Give an example of a furtive patach. When a word ends in a furtive patach, which
syllable is accented?

18. Summarize the rules for pronouncing a yod. A yod is sometimes silent; is a vav ever
silent? Explain.
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19. Practice reading the following words until they are easy to say.

N2
a blessin'g
132
steall
M
customé
I_@'?T
Zilpah
[Raly
his wish
ool
befor'e
EINUEN
Israel
P17
to kindle
omrl ]
mer'cy
My
supréme
RTY
charit'y
183!
faithful
mRuRLS
Seraphifn
EsL3in

repentance

g
yo'u fs
A

a corpsé
a=pn
she walked
e
and one
TAT]

my territ.ory
panlat)
I finished
1Py
Jacob
193
before
o

as is said
AT
Sannacherib
oy
time's
1Y
his bow
179
yéurs
TAMIE

teach'ing

1122

" we

1272

your greatnéss
fmgplaTy
they crowned
AT

I remembered
orron
kindnesses
LT

words of
070

my treatr'ﬂent
Ryl
prieéts
J1m

your all
700
Sisera
RSPk
Philistines
119TP

he sanctified us
NIy
divine presenée
17and

he who is blessed

trutY]
T3
redemptiofl
T

a homil'y
and this
NUT]
sin

o1

a time
110
good
n29M3
ketubah
I
a faﬁlily
[HRRA|S
books
i

the face of
TP
holiness
1Y
seventh
nmRax

armies

ghlyS
love

mai

in a house
2T

a bee

130

and I will gé
Y
new
myy

its flavor
1T

he will sail
T
when
A

a command
mJ0
forgivé!
A

fruit
nmix
death shadow
NI
guardia'ns of
AL,

pure

T
eartfl

1372

bless!

G|

my vs}ay
11T

and a word
T

an old woman
fields of
039V
their children
op1ng
they mp wrote
yyn

a deed
Naomi
Y

Ezra

eI
permissiofl
117327
our feet
0917

forever



Chapter 3 e The Spelling and Pronunciation of Words

20. The Sh’ma is the canonical declaration of faith recited twice each day by every observant
Jew. It contains many words that are difficult to pronounce, so reciting it is a good way to
practice your skills at voicing Hebrew text. The following lines are the first paragraph of the
prayer. A translation is given below.

TR T 47793 7107 9007 vy

TY) 071V imdon Ti13 0w 1312

JIRR 9233 T9R1 9339 TP 173 TR 70T 1 TR0y

1337 97 010 J18D "33 19y 72N 0 0TI T0 )

TR LTOH TITT LI A JI9F 01 173T) 7317 D0jIe]
T T3 TR0 ) T2 32 TN DI

TP N NI 9 DOInH

Listen, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Blessed be the honored name of his
kingship forever. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your self. And these words which I am commanding you today shall be
upon your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children and you shall speak of
them when you sit in your house and when you walk in the way and in your lying down and
in your rising up. And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house
and upon your gates.

3.8 Encouragement

1170 JTD If you've reached this point in your study of Hebrew you are ready to begin
learning what the words mean and how they are put together into sentences. Please do not
be discouraged if sounding them out is still a struggle; most students who get this far can
voice only with difficulty and deliberation. Your speed, smoothness, and accuracy will all
improve with practice.

You should also not be discouraged if you find yourself consulting this book for the
spelling and syntax rules you have studied. Later you will find them useful for figuring out
some of the words you encounter, but the vocabulary you are about to start learning will
increase in difficulty only gradually so you need not master all of the pronunciation rules
right away.

I hope that you will continue to learn, and that as you begin to understand what you are
reading you will find it an inspiration and a delight.
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4

Answers and Solutions

This Chapter provides my answers to all of the Questions in Chapter 2 and to all of the
Questions and Exercises in Chapter 3. Some of them have more than one right answer.

Answers To Questions

2.2.4.1 A Hebrew consonant is one of the characters ITITPXIOVUINIIINTTITTAIN. The
YJ is rendered ¥J or ¥ depending on its sound, and the dot is part of the consonant (at
least one book [4, §1.1] considers ©J and ©J to be separate consonants). A Hebrew vowel is
a pattern of marks that is attached to a consonant by being printed above, below, or to the
left of it to complete its sound. If [J represents an arbitrary consonant, these are the vowels.

0OogoogRba

A letter is a consonant with its attachments (none, a vowel, a dagesh, a sheva or enhanced
sheva, an accent mark) that make it part of a word. The English names of the Hebrew
consonants are aleph, vet or bet, gimel, dalet, hay, vav, zayin, khet, tet, yod, coph or
caf, lamed, mem, nun, samech, ayin, fay or pay, tsade, kuf, resh, shin or sin, and taf. Of
these the coph or caf, the mem, the nun, the fay or pay, and the tsade have final forms.
The English names of the Hebrew vowels are chiriq, ee, tsere, segol, patach, qamats, awe,
qubbuts, cholam, oovav, and ohvav. All of the vowels are introduced in Chapter 2 except
for awe, which is introduced in §3.4.2. The oovav and ohvav are separate characters rather
than being points.

2.2.4.2 The Hebrew alphabet is called the alephbet because its first two letters are & and
3. In this book the open square [] represents an arbitrary consonant. The 2, 3 . and 1
have their sounds changed by having a dot inside of them.

2.2.4.3 The &2 and 11 are silent if no vowel is attached to them. When pronouncing a letter
say the consonant first and then the vowel, except for the furtive patach discussed in §3.5.

2.2.4.4 The number 1 is represented by the consonant .

2.3.4.1 The consonants having numerical values 1-9 are N=1, 1=2, A=3, T=4, 1= 15,
1=6, T=7, T1=8, and U=9.

2.3.4.2 The letter T can be vocalized by humping the back of one’s tongue up until it
touches the roof of the mouth and exhaling through the resulting crack.
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2.3.4.3 Reading from left to right, the letters sound like oo, oh, v, va, va, va, va. The
oovav reminds me of someone rubbing his tummy which is inside the vav, while the ohvav
reminds me of someone pointing to a star that is over the vav. On the rare occasions when
an oovav or ohvav should be pronounced voo or voh, the word in which it appears would
otherwise be difficult to say.

2.3.4.4 The sound of a T1 does not occur in any English word.

2.3.4.5 A T can be distinguished from a 1 because its top line is longer and sticks out to
the right of the stem. A 1can be distinguished from a T because the top line of the zayin
sticks out to the right of the stem. A 71 can be distinguished from a T because it has a gap
at the top of its left leg.

2.4.4.1 The consonants that have been introduced so far are NI ONTIITTAIN. Of these,
the 3 or O becomes 7] or 7, the T becomes O, and the 1 becomes ] when they appear at the
end of a word. Each of these consonants has the same sound whether it appears at the end
of a word or not. When a i is written 1 its sound changes from b to v; when a 3 is written
Jor a 7] is written 7 its sound changes from c to ch.

2.4.4.2 Of the consonants introduced so far, T and J have the guttural kh or ch sound. Of
the consonants introduced so far, only 3 or 7 has a hard ¢ sound.

2.4.4.3 Adding together the numerical values of the letters we find that 10 = 6 + 9 = 15.

2.4.4.4 In this book the chiriq vowel sounds like ee only when it is followed by a yod to
make the ee vowel, LJ. The Ashkenazic pronunciation fails to accurately vocalize words
such as ']t.\g:ﬁe_Jj' which should be pronounced Yisrael rather than Yeesrael.

2.4.4.5 The T can be distinguished from the 1 because its top line extends over its stem
to the right as well as to the left. These characters can be distinguished from the ] because
both have a shorter stem.

2.4.4.6 The slogan derives from the sounds of the Hebrew word for he, which is i1 and
pronounced hoo, and the Hebrew word for she, which is 8771 and pronounced hee (see §2.4.2).

2.5.4.1 Here are some strings that have a gematria of 25: XT3, 713, ™.

2.5.4.2 For a word to be spelled correctly all of its letters must be present. Because some
letters are silent the correct spelling of a word often cannot be determined by hearing it
spoken. Instead it is necessary to find the word printed in some document that is known to
be correct, such as a dictionary, textbook, siddur, or Chumash.

2.5.4.3 The given spelling uses the final forms of the first two letters and the non-final
form of the last. The correct spelling of the word is OX 2.
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2.5.4.4 The X has a sharp lower right corner but the V does not.
2.5.5.5 The string 770 means nothing in Hebrew, but sounds like the English word “milk.”

2.6.4.1 The string A7 has gematria 3 4+ 30 = 33, so the holiday’s Hebrew name means “the
thirty-third (day) in the counting of the omer.”

2.6.4.2 The slogan “she is always right, but sin is to be left behind” is a reminder that the
shin ©J has the dot on the right and the sin @ has the dot on the left. In each case the dot
is part of the consonant.

2.6.4.3 In this book, Il always sounds like t, and its sound does not change if it is written
. Many Ashkenazic Jews say I like s, and Sephardic Jews sometimes say I1 as th.

2.6.4.4 Often the sounds that are produced when a Hebrew word is pronounced can also
be produced by pronouncing other sequences of letters and vowels. In some cases these are
real words that are homonyms of the original, but in most cases they are not words at all.
Here are some sources of ambiguity in the spelling of a word when all you know is its sound.

e The letters 1 and 1sound alike; the letters I and {7 sound alike; the letters U and I
sound alike; the letters U and ©J sound alike; the letters J and T sound alike.

e The vowels 1and (O sound alike; the vowels 1 and [J sound alike. Some words can have
either a plene or a defective spelling.

e The consonants & and V are always silent; the consonants 11, 1, 7 are sometimes silent.

2.6.4.5 The vowels 1 and [] both sound like 0oo. The vowels and (J both sound like oh. The
letter combination @i is sometimes printed ©I0; the letter combination CJ¥J is sometimes
printed (0¥, In such a case the dot over the ¥J serves both to indicate whether the consonant
is a shin or sin and to provide the oh sound of the cholam that was elided.

2.6.4.6 Plene spelling uses 1 and 7; defective spelling uses (1 and [J instead. Many words
can be spelled either way, but some are always spelled in one way or the other.

2.6.4.7 A 7 can be distinguished from a T because the top line of the T extends past the
stem of the letter and the top line of the 7 does not. Both can be distinguished from a 7
because it has a longer stem. A Il can be distinguished from a T1 because the I has a foot
while the T does not.

2.7.2.1 The only final-form consonants that can have a vowel are the 7] and 7], and the only
vowel they can have is a qamats.

2.7.2.2 The 7 is pronounced cha and the 7] is pronounced ca (with a hard c).

2.7.2.3 When a final coph has no vowel it is printed sometimes as 7| and sometimes as 7.
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Solutions To Exercises

2.8.1 When the English words written in Hebrew letters are pronounced, they say

Reading Hebrew is not too hard;
for you it is easy!

2.8.2 Here is one way of writing the poem phonetically using Hebrew consonants and
vowels. While some English words can be exactly transliterated, most include sounds that
are not precisely the same as any in Hebrew.

T] TT
73w xgRa
(SAER AL LR B
A1 YR T O

2.8.3 In the answer to Exercise 2.8.2 I used U to approximate the o of love, but the sound
is not really the same so in this answer I concede that there is no sound in Hebrew for the
o of shove.

letter | word phonetic spelling
a ran no sound in Hebrew for this a
ate TN
father no sound in Hebrew for th or er
e bet na
peek P73
i pie s
big Al
0 shove no sound in Hebrew for this o
drove | 21T
boot Ui
pop il
u uniform | 07371
put no sound in Hebrew for this u
j jug no sound in Hebrew for j
ch check no sound in Hebrew for this ch

The Hebrew letters O and T1 have a guttural sound that is not in English.
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2.8.4 This is my attempt at more precisely transliterating the Hebrew names for the Hebrew
consonants. The ones that sound too much alike to me are cahf, chahf and kof.

2.8.5

‘ Consonant‘ conventional ‘transhterated

HEE UK ESdu S TULlE GO — =2 A3 H Y

aleph
bet
vet
gimel
dalet
hay
vav
zayin
khet
tet
yod
caf
coph
lamed
mem
nun
samech
ayin
pay
fay
tsade
kuf
resh
shin
sin
taf

alef
bayt
vayt
geemel
dalet
hay
vav
zayin
khayt
tayt
yohd
cahf
chahf
lamed
maym
noon
samech
ahyin
pay
fay
tsadee
kof
raysh
sheen
seen
taf

Here are the Hebrew consonants having the given sounds.

sound

Hebrew letters

silent
s
k
t
v
ch

NV
Uw
EER
Un
11
a7
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2.8.6 These are the final and non-final forms of the consonants that have final forms.

final form non-final form

1 7
0 n
1 b
a b
P x

The vowels that attach to an arbitrary consonant look like this.

0ooQoooaob

3.7.1 The guttural and beged-cepet letters are

VTN guttural
TEITAL  beged-cepet
A beged-cepet letter almost always takes a dagesh if it is at the beginning of a word and
almost always does not take a dagesh if it is at the end of a word; 1 and the beged-cepet
letters 1, J, and O have their sound changed by a dagesh. A guttural letter cannot take a
dagesh. When a guttural letter &, 1, T1, or V has a sheva, the sheva is enhanced with a
helping vowel.

3.7.2 Not every pronounceable 1- or 2-letter string can be a Hebrew syllable, but every
Hebrew syllable can be pronounced.

A1 cannot be a syllable because it has two vowel sounds
UU can be a syllable
AU cannot be a syllable because the vowel sound is on the second letter
Y)  can be a syllable
17V can be a syllable (1V is a consonant with a vowel)
1 can be a syllable
T can be a syllable (the sheva is sounded)
]'IZI can be a syllable (the sheva is silent)
Jﬂie‘j cannot be a syllable because it has two vowel sounds

3.7.3 The words transliterate like this: torah, shabbat, catav, af, geer, melech, bayit.
3.7.4 The words syllabify like this.

Mn+3+¥n O3+ 1+ g iy O+ 1+1N
EI"]+I_‘:I+J_TI+1€;J'D ‘|+J'I+le+11 1J?I+_j.l']+.:I ﬂj+-1ﬁ+j
O+ 1+110 03+ "+ Y+ D+ 10+83+] N XA
DX+ T+ O"3+T 11 R+ T+ O+ 3+ T+ 70
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The accent usually falls on the last syllable of a word. If two segol vowels are adjacent the
accent is often on the first of them; if two qamats vowels are adjacent the accent is often
on the second of them. If the word ends with a furtive patach the accent is on the previous
syllable. A reversing vav [5, §17] can shift the accent towards the beginning or end of a verb.
But in most cases the only way to be sure of which syllable is accented is by looking up the
word in a dictionary or finding it printed with an accent mark.

3.7.5 A dagesh is a dot in the middle of a letter. Guttural letters never have one. Beged-
cepet letters usually have one at the beginning of a word, and usually do not have one at the
end of a word. No letter always has a dagesh when it is the last letter in a word. A dagesh
changes the sound only of 2, 2, 7, 3, ¥, and .

3.7.6 A beged-cepet letter that is first in a word requires a dagesh (assuming it does not
immediately follow a word that ends with a vowel sound); this changes the pronunciation
of all the words that began with 1, J, or O. The beged-cepet letters that are not first in
a word are each immediately preceded by a vowel sound so none of them require a dagesh.
The implicitly doubled ™ in 071010 affects its syllabification and hence its pronunciation.
Here are the words correctly pointéd.

0P 1T TR QY DIE 03
A2 1 B 1 ) ™3 v
i3 om0 mo oY 13109 13
L1115 1 N || O N = & (R = 'n) a1

3.7.7 The sounded sheva is an aid to pronouncing a vowel-less consonant with (1) a sound
that inevitably results or (2) a necessary hesitation. In a transliteration, a sounded sheva
attached to a consonant is denoted by an apostrophe following the transliteration of the
consonant. The sound of a sounded sheva is uh, ih, ah, or eh depending its context and
speaker. In decomposing a word into its syllables, a sounded sheva counts as a vowel sound.
Because the vowel sound of a two-letter syllable is always on the first consonant, a sheva on
the first letter must be sounded.

3.7.8 The silent sheva marks the hard stop in pronunciation at the end of a syllable. It
does not appear in the transliteration of a word, and it does not count as a vowel sound in
decomposing a word into syllables. For that reason it cannot be on the single letter of a
one-letter syllable, and it cannot be on the first letter of a two-letter syllable.

3.7.9 This summary is correct! Of course, not every syllable end is marked by a sheva.

3.7.10 When two shevas are adjacent in the middle of a word, the first ends a syllable and
is silent while the second begins a syllable and is sounded.
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3.7.11 Except at the end of a word, a sheva that is attached to a letter with a dagesh is
sounded. When a dagesh appears in a letter that immediately follows a vowel, the consonant
carrying the dagesh is implicitly doubled; the first occurrence of the doubled consonant ends
a syllable and the second occurrence begins the next. If a sheva is attached to the consonant
it is also doubled, as a silent sheva on the first occurrence of the consonant and as a sounded
sheva on the second. Therefore, in the original spelling of the word if a consonant that
immediately follows a vowel has a dagesh, any sheva attached to it is sounded.

3.7.12 An accented syllable never begins with a sheva, so if an accented syllable has a
sheva it ends the syllable and is silent. Whether a sheva on an unaccented syllable is silent
can usually be determined by the three rules in §3.4.0 or the first three rules in §3.4.1. If
the division of a word is not unambiguously determined by any of these six rules, then the
fourth rule given in §3.4.1 can be used. It says that the sheva is silent if it follows one of the
vowels LILILJLIL), or an 1 at the beginning of a word; otherwise it is sounded.

3.7.13 If two shevas would be adjacent at the beginning of the word, the first becomes a
chiriq and the second is silent.

3.7.14 Here are the decompositions and transliterations. Each sounded sheva is denoted
by an ’ in the transliteration; the other shevas are silent.

D‘ITI—I—E:L—I—EzLEJ'—I—T:J-] umshabb’kheem

EI"+32:J+5€=JJ+J:ID mitnass’eem

T+ T4+D+D0  hamm’ orot
OT+D+RIHIHI] vatt’ lamm’ daym

]_I'T'—l—"D—I—T:J—I—ip kom’meyoot

:H—]:.I—i-h—i-;D—FE:L b’mitzvotecha
D]_:I+‘]+_I'I=—|—]_TI+T€=ij+J v’hishttakhaveetem

3.7.15 In the first syllabification the sheva must be silent, but that would result in the
two nuns being adjacent with no vowel sound between them. That is not allowed according
to the third rule in §3.4.0, so the sheva must be sounded and the second syllabification is
correct. Sometimes the word for “Here I am” is spelled 1311 or "137], in which case the first
nun is a separate syllable.
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3.7.16 An enhanced sheva replaces a sheva under the letters &2, 11, T, and V to make the
syllable easier to say. This table shows the enhanced shevas and how to pronounce them.

‘ enhanced sheva sound as in ‘ name ‘
ah honest | half-patach
eh bed half-segol

aw law half-qamats

Ot

The awe vowel, L], is a simpler symbol for the half-qamats.

3.7.17 When a T at the end of a word carries a patach, the combination M is pronounced
akh instead of kha. This happens, for example, in the word 1=, which means “an apple.”
The accent in a word that has a furtive patach is always on the second-to-last syllable.

3.7.18 When a yod has a vowel it is pronounced as y followed by the vowel. When a yod
follows a consonant with a chiriq, it is part of the ee vowel. When a yod has no vowel and
is the last letter of a word, it is pronounced as y. When a yod has no vowel and it is not the
last letter of a word, it is silent. A vav is silent if it is the first of two adjacent vavs in the
middle of a word.
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References

These are a few of the many books that have been written about how to pronounce Hebrew
words; some of them also teach what the words mean and how to use them in sentences.

5.1 More-Advanced Textbooks

Every expositor has his or her own theory of Hebrew grammar; all authorities agree on most
things, but no two agree on everything.

1]

Cohen, Miles B; and Rubin, Leslie, Hebrew Grammar Guides: Study Aids for Basic
Hebrew Grammar Skills, Revision 1.2, August 2008, info@milesbcohen. com. A quirky
and extremely useful looseleaf binder covering “basics” (including the entire contents
of this book) and rules for conjugating verbs.

Gesenius, Wilhelm, The Linguistics and Language Composition of Hebrew — Its Ety-
mology, Syntax, Tones, Verbs and Conjugation, first published 1812; 28th Edition of
1910 reprinted by Pantianos Classics in 2018. A famous reference work but unsuitable
for use as a textbook. This edition unfortunately omits the three indices of the original.

Lambdin, Thomas O., Introduction to Biblical Hebrew, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1971.
The traditional college text, authoritative but terse and not for the faint of heart.

Pratico, Gary D. and VanPelt, Miles V., Basics of Biblical Hebrew Grammar, Third
Edition, Zondervan Academic, 2019. Well-organized, thorough, systematic, clearly-
written, and easy to read, it has large-format pages and a durable hard-cover binding.
This book must be exhausting as an introductory text, but it is excellent for reference
although its treatment of the consonants and vowel points differs quite a bit from
that given here. It has a good Hebrew-to-English lexicon and a brief index, and each
chapter includes a useful summary. Each chapter concludes with an essay promoting
the authors’ fundamentalist Christian theology, but these are only vaguely related to
the content and can be omitted without affecting the continuity of the exposition. The
exercises for this book are published in a separate volume.

Simon, Ethelyn; Resnikoff, Irene; and Motzkin, Linda, The First Hebrew Primer,
Third Edition, EKS Publishing, 2005. The easiest introduction to Classical Hebrew,
although its treatment of the consonants and vowel points differs somewhat from that
given here (see §1.5.0). This book is written from a (Reform) Jewish perspective and
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[6]

7]

includes both Hebrew-to-English and English-to-Hebrew glossaries, and it has many
useful exercises. Unfortunately, it has no index.

Webster, Brian L., The Cambridge Introduction to Biblical Hebrew, Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 2009. An idiosyncratic technical analysis containing citations to unidentified
other works, accompanied by a CD of various “learning activities.”

Weingreen, J., A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew, Second Edition, Oxford
University Press, 1959. A readable and relatively brief standard college text.

5.2 Less-Advanced Textbooks

8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

Amit, Inbal, Hebrew 1 Workbook for Beginners, 2023,
https://www.hebrewbyinbal . com.

Castberg, C. and Adler, Lillian W., The New Reading Hebrew: A Guided Instruction
Course, Behrman House, 2004.

Levy, Harold, Hebrew for All, Third Edition, Central Council of Jewish Religious
Education, London, 1953. A self-study guide for Holocaust survivors hoping to connect
with religious observance or make aliyah to the then-new modern State of Israel.

Shaffier, Miiko and Parker, Ken, Learn to Read Hebrew in 6 Weeks, Shefer Publishing,
2020.

Motzkin, Linda, Aleph Isn’t Tough: An Introduction to Hebrew for Adults, Book 1,
URJ Press, 2000.

Motzkin, Linda, Aleph Isn’t Enough: Hebrew for Adults, Book 2, URJ Press, 2003.

Simon, Ethelyn and Anderson, Joseph, Teach Yourself to Read Hebrew, Revised Edi-
tion, EKS Publishing, 2008.

5.3 Prayer Books

[15]
[16]

[17]

Harlow, Rabbi Jules, Siddur Sim Shalom, Rabbinical Assembly, 1985.
Sacks, Rabbi Jonathan, The Koren Shalem Siddur, Koren Publishers, 2019.

Scherman, Rabbi Nosson, The Complete ArtScroll Siddur, Mesorah Publications, 2001.
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5.4 Dictionaries

[18] Ben-Yehuda, Ehud and Weinstein, David, Ben-Yehuda’s Pocket English-Hebrew
Hebrew-FEnglish Dictionary, Pocket Books, 1964. This classic includes many words
from the Bible that do not appear in other dictionaries, but its typeface is so tiny that
some letters are hard to distinguish from others.

[19] Sivan, Reuven and Levenston, Edward A., The New Bantam-Megiddo Hebrew and
English Dictionary, Bantam Books, 2009. This book includes many words from modern
Hebrew, and its typeface is crisp, clear, and large enough to read easily.

5.5 Websites

[20] https://en.wikipedia.org

[21] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_alphabet
[22] https://omniglot.com/writing/hebrew.htm

[23] https://judaism.stackexchange.com

[24] https://www.quora.com

[25] https://forum.unilang.org
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Index

O represents an arbitrary consonant, 6
abbreviation

indicated by gershayim “‘J, 31

m, f, s, p used in translations, 4
accent

how marked, 3, 24

on implicitly doubled consonant, 25

sheva ends syllable, 27

sheva never begins syllable, Solution 3.7.12, 44

which syllable, 24
acknowledgements, §1.5.3, 4
adjacent shevas, §3.4.1, 2728
ah vowel, patach O or qamats OJ, 7

in enhanced sheva, 29
akh, vocalization of furtive patach, 29
aleph, N

can take enhanced sheva, 28

shape, 7, 14

silent, 7
alephbet

chart, 6

required to use dictionary, 20
ambiguity in spelling, 15-16

summary of reasons, Answer 2.6.4.4, 39
apostrophe ?, transliteration of sounded sheva, 25
arbitrary consonant represented by O, 6
Ashkenazic pronunciation, 2

ih OJ vowel as ee, 11

taf Mass, 15

unfortunate vocalization, Answer 2.4.4.4, 38
awe vowel, O, 3

after which sheva is silent, 28

also denoted [J, 29
ay vowel, tsere J, 13
ayin, V

can take enhanced sheva, 28

shape, 14

silent letter, 13

Bach, Johann Sebastian, 9
beged-cepet letters M@m3aTAL, 23

ol

implicitly doubled retain dagesh, 25
when they have a dagesh, 24
bet, 1
b sound, 7
relation to vet, 1, 7

caf, 3
final form 7, 11
hard ¢ sound, 11
cantillation marks, 31
ch sound, *1, 31
chiriq vowel, OJ
followed by yod, ee sound, 3, 11
ih sound, 3
replaces first of adjacent shevas, 28
cholam vowel,
dot assimilated into ¥ or ©J, 16
in defective spelling, 16
in ohvav, 9
oh sound, 16
citation of references, 4
consonant
arbitrary represented by O, 6
consecutive separated by vowel sound, 27
final form, 6
Hebrew compared to English, 2
implicitly doubled, 25
in a syllable, 23
numerical value, 5
table of, 6
transliteration of, 6
coph, 3
final form 7, 11
rasping sound, 11
shape, 12
crowns on letters in a Torah scroll, 31

dagesh [ point
implicitly doubles consonant, 25
in beged-cepet letters, §3.3.1, 24
in letter with sheva, 28
in oovav, 9
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not in guttural letter, 24
placement rules, 24-25
unexpected, 25
dalet, T
d sound, 7
shape, 7, 10, 12, 16
date written in Hebrew letters, 31
defective spelling, 16
dictionary
alephbet required, 20
finding a word whose sound you know, 16
how alphabetized, 7, 16
popular editions, 48
dots in letters
dagesh, [, 24
in final coph, 7, 18
mappik in 7, 24
some change sound, 7
doubling of consonant by dagesh, 25

ee vowel, "TJ
Hebrew name, 3
in Hebrew syllable, 23
sound, 11
when repeated yod elided, 30
eh vowel, segol [J, 13
in enhanced sheva, 29
encouragement to student, 1, 36
message of, Ex 2.8.1, 19
English
compared to Hebrew, 2
in Hebrew letters, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 19, 40
sounds not in Hebrew, Ex 2.8.3, 20
enhanced sheva
about, 28-29
is a vowel sound, 29
only on NWVri, 28
errors in this book, reporting, 3

fay, O
f sound, 13
final form =], 13
final form of consonant, 6

ca, 7, 18

caf, 7, 11

cha, 7], 18

coph, 7, 11, 12, 14, 16
fay, 71, 13, 14

mem, O, 11, 14

nun, ], 11, 12
pay, 7, 13
tsade, P, 13

examples, 19

summary, 18

Jand 7 rare in Bible, 18
furtive patach, DO, akh, 29

gematria of a word, ®™101D™, 15
geresh, ‘0, 31 '
gershayim, “0, 31
gimel, A
g sound, 7
shape, 7, 12
grammar
guttural and beged-cepet letters, 23
incomplete in this book, 3
textbooks about, §5.1, 47-48
guttural letters 1vnmee, 23
all but 1 can take enhanced sheva, 28
do not take dagesh, 24
mappik in 7, 24

half-patach, O
enhanced sheva, 29
in question prefix 7], 29
sounds like patach,' 29
half-gamats, CJ
also denoted O, 29
aw sound, 29 '
enhanced sheva, 29
half-segol, O]
enhanced sheva, 29
sounds like segol, 29
hay, n
can take enhanced sheva, 28
in question prefix O], 29
shape, 7, 10 '
silent if no vowel attached, 7
Hebrew
compared to English, 2
consonants, 2
how to learn its sounds, 3
real practice words, 3
synthetic practice words, 3
vowels, 2
here I am, hinehnee, 337
also 71171 or 71371, Solution 3.7.15, 44
hinehnee, .‘glgfl, here I am
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also 7231 or 7137, Solution 3.7.15, 44

idiom
110 9D, congratulations, 36
ih vowel, chiriq, O
Hebrew name, 3
replaces first of adjacent shevas, 28
sound, 11
implicitly doubled consonant, 25

j sound, ‘A, 31

khet, N
can take enhanced sheva, 28
rasping sound, 9
shape, 10, 16
kuf, P
do not confuse with P, 15
hard k sound, 15
Kupferschmid, Nancy, 4

Lag baOmer holiday, 17

lamed, 7
1 sound, 11
meaning “to”, 28
letter

alephbet chart, 6

beged-cepet, M@IaTAL, 23

definition, 5

final, see final form

guttural, 1NN, 23

say consonant before vowel, 7

silent, see silent letters
look-alike

letters, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16

mappik dot in w1, 24
mazal tov, 170 JTD, congratulations, 36
mem, 1N
final form O, 11
m sound, 11
shape, 12
meteg [ accent mark, 24

names
of consonants and vowels, 6
of consonants, Ex 2.8.4, 20
number, cardinal
gematria of a word, ®™10D™", 15
indicated by gershayim, 31

written using Hebrew letters, 5, 31
nun, J

final form 1, 11

n sound, 11

shape, 12

oh vowel, ohvav 10 or cholam (1, 9, 16
ohvav vowel,

in Hebrew syllable, 23

in plene spelling, 16

oh sound, 9

when pronounced voh, 9

with other vowel, 9
oo vowels, oovav 100 or qubbuts [J, 9, 16
oovav vowel, 1

in Hebrew syllable, 23

in plene spelling, 16

oo sound, 9

when pronounced voo, 9

with other vowel, 9, 30
order

of alephbet, 6

of words and letters in Hebrew, 2

patach vowel O, 7
furtive under final 1, 29
in enhanced sheva, 28, 29
pay, O
final form =, 13
p sound, 13
pedagogical approach, 3, 5
plene spelling, 16
points, nikoodeem, O T[]
dagesh, see dagesh
geresh, ‘0, 31
gershayim, “0J, 31
sheva, see sheva, 8]
vowel, see vowel '
practice
how words chosen, 3
1-letter synthetic words, §2.2.3, 8
2-letter synthetic words, §2.3.3, 10
4-letter synthetic words, §2.4.3, 12
6-letter synthetic words, §2.5.3, 14
real Hebrew words, §2.6.3, 17
real Hebrew words, Ex 2.8.9, 20
real Hebrew words, Ex 3.7.19, 35
pronunciation
Ashkenazic, 2, 11, 15
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determined by syllabification, 23 to make pronunciation possible, 25
facilitated by enhanced sheva, 28 shin, ©J

facilitated by silent sheva, 27 sh sound, 15

facilitated by sounded sheva, 25 sounded sho with cholam, 16
guide using English words, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 silent letters

learning, 3 aleph, N, 7

say consonant before vowel, 7 ayin, v, 13

Sephardic, 1 hay, i1 with no vowel, 7

yod, 7 interior with no vowel, 30
qamats vowel (J, 7 silent sheva

in enhanced sheva, 29 about, 27
only vowel ever on 7 or 7, 18 in 7, 27
repeated, 24

qubbuts vowel, [J
in defective spelling, 16
oo sound, 16

in accented syllable, 27

in enhanced shevas, 29

in unaccented syllable, 28

i is not a vowel sound, 27

question “Sin is to be left behind” slogan, 15
prefix 1), 29 sin,

s sound, 15

di . 1
reaciug vs vociie, sounded so with cholam, 16

references slogans
}g;ci?gegjllllography, 5, 4749 “She is always right”, 15
reporting errors in Voicing Hebrew, 3 “Sin 1S.t0 be left be}.nnd”, 15
resh, 1 “Who is he, and he is she”, 13
does not take enhanced sheva, 29 sound-alike
r sound, 15 letters, 16, 39
shape, 16 sounded sheva
about, 25-26
samech, U denoted ? in transliteration, 25
s sound, 13 is a vowel sound, 26
shape, 14 on letter with dagesh, 28
segol vowel, [J sounds of consonants, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16
eh sound, 13 stress, see accent
repeated, 24 syllabification
Sephardic pronunciation, 1 affected by enhanced shevas, 29
ayin, V as guttural, 13 affected by implicit doubling of consonant, 25
taf, Mas th, 15 affected by shevas, 2628
sets of consonants and vowels, 5 necessary to sound out word, 23
Sh’ma prayer, 36 rules, §3.2, 23-24
shapes of consonants, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16 Ex 3.7.4, 32
“She is always right” slogan, 15 Ex 3.7.14, 33
sheva [J, 8w Ex 3.7.15, 34
adjacent, §3.4.1, 27-28 syllable
bridging sound represented, 26 accented, 24
placement rules, 25-28 definition, 23
silent, 27 division, see syllabification
simple way to think of, Ex 3.7.9, 33 impossible, Ex 3.7.2, 32
sounded, 25-26
to indicate hesitation, 26 taf, N
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shape, 16 patach, O, 7
t sound in this book, 15 points above or below consonant, 7
th sound Sephardic, 15 gamats, O, 7
s sound Ashkenazic, 15 qubbuts, [J, 16
Tanach, tanach, ™5, Bible, 31 segol, [], 13
tet, U sound, 25, 26
shape, 10, 12 table of full, 6
t sound, 9 tsere, [, 13
th sound
‘n, 31 wedge accent mark, 24

“Who is he, and he is she” slogan, 13
why I wrote Voicing Hebrew, 3
Wineman, Rabbi Dr. Aryeh, 4

Sephardic pronunciation of n, 15
translation

incidental, 1

vs transliteration, 1
transliteration

definition, 1

of consonant, 6

of practice words given, 3

of sounded sheva as apostrophe ?, 25

year number written in Hebrew letters, 31
yod,

when it sounds like y, 11, 30

when it sounds like ee, 11, 30

when it is silent, 30

of words, 6 zayin, T
trope, 31 shape, 10
tsade, X z sound, 9

final form p, 13

shape, 14

t2z sound, 13

tsere vowel, [J, ay sound, 13
typographical conventions, 4

vav, 1
adjacent in middle of word, 30
in oovav and ohvav vowels, 9
shape, 10, 12
unpointed sounds like v, 9
vet, 1
relation to bet, 1, 7
shape, 7, 12
v sound, 7
voicing vs reading, 1
vowel
after which sheva is silent, 28
awe, O, 28, 29
cholam (3, 16
ee, 0, 11
half, see enhanced sheva
Hebrew compared to English, 2
ih, 0, 11
ohvav, 1, 9
on implicitly doubled consonant, 25
oovav, 1, 9
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