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Note to the users of UN/LOCODE

1. The UNECE secretariat has the pleasure to int®therewith UN/LOCODE 2012-1.

2. UN/LOCODE is available on the Internet World Witlveb, on a site dedicated exclusively to the
UN/LOCODE Manual with its code lists:

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html

3. The full text of UNECE Recommendation No 16 ‘@odes for Trade and Transport Locations”
(formerly “Codes for Ports and Other Locations”)thathe text part of the Manual, as revised in 1988
available at the site dedicated to the UNECE tfad#itation activity in general:

http://www.unece.org/trade/untdid/download/99trd 27

CHANGES IN UN/LOCODE 2012-1

4. In 2001 a number of changes were made in treeptation of UN/LOCODE, some of which will call
for changes in Recommendation 16 and the UN/LOC®EBual. Pending a forthcoming revision of these
documents, the following changes that were impléggenn UN/LOCODE 2001-1 and later issues are
maintained in UN/LOCODE 2012-1:

Double columns

5. Since the 1998 revision of Recommendation & cbde list is presented in two versions, one lwhic
includes diacritic marks in place names and onenfwhich these marks have been removed. The use of
diacritic signs is explained in paragraphs 27 tol88hould be noted that the alphabetic sortirdeowaries
between countries whose character sets includetitacThese are therefore ignored in the sortuitpin the
“Name” column.

Geographical coordinates

6. A column for geographical coordinates (latilmiegitude) was introduced in UN/LOCODE 2002-1.
Data is being added in this coluras it becomes available to the Secretariat. Inrdodavoid unnecessary use
of non-standard characters and space, the follogtangdard presentation is used:



ddmmN dddmmWw, ddmmS dddmmE, etc.,
where the two last digits refer to minutes andtite or three first digits indicate the degrees.
Classifiers in the Change column

7. The classifiers in the Change column reflectciice elsewhere in the UN/EDIFACT environment.
This means that in UN/LOCODE, the following clasi$ are used:

Change | Description

Marked for deletion in the next issue

Change in the location name

Other change in the entry

Entry added to the current issue

Reference entry

Retained for certain entries in the USA code(fisbntrolled duplications”)

=+ =3 X

Alignment of function classifiers

8. In order to align the use of function classgier Recommendations 16 and 19, it had been agneéd
the classifier “8” in Recommendation 16 would beemed for inland waterway and lake ports, whethas
letter “B” would represent border crossings. Howewas only 118 such inland waterway and lake ploats
been notified to the secretariat in 2002, the UNIGDE Expert Group agreed to discontinue this use of
classifier “8” and instead to use classifier “1tr fall ports serving any kind of waterborne transp@rhis
agreement will be reflected in a revised Recommiemad.6.)

9. Recommendation 16 includes a definition of “hdaClearance Depot — ICD” (with synonyms “Dry
Port”, “Inland Clearance Terminal”, etc) and thasdifier “6” is reserved in the Recommendationtiios type
of function. Following a request from one countrg UN/LOCODE Expert Group agreed to activate classi
“6” to ICDs as fromUN/LOCODE 2002-2.

10. There is also a provision in Recommendatioriot@he function “fixed transport functions (e.gl o
platform)”; the classifier “7” is reserved for thignction. Noting that the description “oil pipetirterminal”
would be more relevant, and could be extended vercalso electric power lines and ropeway terminis
Expert Group agreed that the classifier “7” shcdagdactivated as from UN/LOCODE 2002-2.

Notes in the “Remarks” column

11. Each change affecting a location entry in UNI@DE is indicated in the “Change” column, using the
indicators specified in paragraph 7 above; thearesi$or the change are explained in the “Remark&inn.
Remarks affecting the current issue of UN/LOCODEyrba deleted from later issues. To indicate such
temporary changes the following “tags” are usedraaid:

Tag Description

@Coo Change affecting or adding Coordinates (@hamdicator ‘)’
@Fun Change affecting the Function (change inolicg)

@Sta Change of status (change indicator ‘|’)

@Sub Addition or change of subdivision code (cjgaimdicator ‘)’
@Nam | Change in the location name (change indiG&fo

@Spe Correction of spelling of name (change atdic'#")

There may be more than one reason for the charggeafRs of permanent nature will not be preceded by
tag.



Problems of off-shore installations and terminals

12. At the fifth meeting of the UN/LOCODE Expertdsip it was reported that requests had been received
for allocation of code entries for oil platformsdasimilar installations located in coastal or inggronal
waters. In many cases national sovereignty ovdr ggtallations could not be determined.

13. Pending a more profound study of the problewsis agreed to use the provision in clause 3.1tden
UN/LOCODE Manual, which refers to installationsimbernational waters or international co-operatzones,
for which the country code element “XZ” is availebAgreeing that most of these cases reflected Bidaa
needs that should be honoured, the Expert Growgeddp use the code “XZ” to identify offshore ifistéons.

14. Since that decision was taken an increasingopumf requests have been received for entriekiof t
kind. Many of them do not refer to named facilitidsit give a rather vague description, supported by
coordinates. This creates a difficulty for the ®&mrnat to create a meaningful “name” for the ertigften the
description uses terms as “off” a place or a gguucal feature. Recommendation 16 defines a losa®a
“named geographical place” and the majority of ests do not qualify for inclusion in UN/LOCODE umde
that criterion.

15. A similar problem exists in regard to land-lthggrminals which often do not refer to a geogreahi
location but are named after a company, persoitvita.

16. Under the circumstances, the Secretariat iblarta honour a certain number of requests, pending
further study of the problem and consideration inithe UN/LOCODE Expert Group. All requests conestn
will, however, be registered and temporary solgisought in consultation with the parties concerned

UN/LOCODE in figures
17. UN/LOCODE 2012-1 main code list has now oveB88 entries and the database contains a total of

over 100 000 records. The updating exercise forllXODE 2012-1 included change requests which caused
action as specified in the tables below:

Count of Requests
Final Status Total
Approved 5951
Postponed 0
Rejected 0
Withdrawn (Duplications or already processed) 542
Grand Total 6 205

UN/LOCODE 2012-1 includes 83 287 entries. Newieatand other changes are specified in the talidsvbe

Change Total
+ Additions to the current issue 5311
! Other changes 495
# Spelling and other changes in location names 142
X Entries marked for deletion in the next issue 3
Total number 5951
of changes




18. The Universal Postal Union has adopted the @XDODE as a basis for location codes used for
“International Mail Processing Centres” (IMPC), @esent nearly 1400 such entries exist. The Statist
Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT) is using tiN/LOCODE for certain statistical reporting relt

to nearly 1600 port functions. In both cases, tiJUand EUROSTAT databases are incorporated in the
UN/LOCODE database. In the UPU case code extensionsused, as envisaged in paragraph 4.1 of the
UN/LOCODE Manual, Part 1. It is recalled that UNACODE database also includes similar databases from
IATA (11000 locations), ECLAC (450 records) and ydis Register (18000 records).

USA country revision

19. As the 17575 possible permutations of 3-characbdes has been almost exhausted for USA the
secretariat as from the 2006-2 issue of UN/LOCODBtEoduces entries where the third position of &tlet
codes is represented by a numerical digit 2 tch®s dption provided for in the UN/LOCODE Manual ¢gen
3.2.1).

20. There still remain cases in the US code lisenetthe 3-letter part of code duplicates IATA aitpo
identifiers. These mainly refer to military ins&tlbns and minor facilities which are of little eghnce for

UN/LOCODE users. The entries concerned have beekethavith an exclamation mark (‘"). In application
of paragraph 3.1.4 of the UN/LOCODE Manual, thegglidations should not cause any problems for users

Application of inclusion criteria

21. As a result of the continuous review of inabuscriteria, over 58770 code entries now have dribeo
“approved” status indicators. The status classiiRQ” (Request under consideration) is used onlgases
where it has not yet been possible to verify thisterce of a location. However, some 21700 entrigis
“RQ” status remain to be examined with a view tgnaling. The status indicator “QQ”, which meang tha
entry remains from the original 1980 input to UNACODE still applies in more than 900 cases which are
being reviewed and verified.

Handling of IATA codes

22. The fact that some IATA 3-letter codes diffeanfi the 3-letter part of the existing codes for shene
places in UN/LOCODE has caused problems for udererder to resolve this problem, the UN/LOCODE
Expert Group agreed to introduce a separate coltmbe used only in cases where the |IATA code devia
from UN/LOCODE. In all other cases, the presenceamfairport function code would mean that the code
elements are identical.

Automated request procedure

23. Para 6.2.1 of the UN/LOCODE Manual stipulatest requests for inclusion of additional locations
should preferably be transmitted by electronic medior diskette. In connection with the publicatioh
UN/LOCODE 2001-1, an electronic form for submittimgquests was introduced on the UN/LOCODE
website, enabling requesters to put forward anyestp for new code entries directly by entering dhta
specified on the form.

24, The creation of a new data base offered thertyqity to introduce an automated entry requestesy
which was being put into use with the 2006-1 issbi& N/LOCODE. Its functions are described in a dser
Guide and can be summarized as follows:

25. The UN/LOCODE Entry Request System invites estgrs to register on-line via a web-site
accessible from the main UN/LOCODE menu. Registersers will be identified by a username and weéll b
able to submit requests one-by-one via a web-fonaximum ten requests per one submission. Databeill
automatically checked against present and undarestgentries in UN/LOCODE, place name and code
duplications will be detected and valid request$ vé immediately included in a temporary file, gerg the
next issue of the code.

26. Requesters will receive an on-screen respomrssage, confirming the receipt of the data subdhitte
and issuing a Request Reference Number for anyegubst communication with the secretariat. Theaesp



message will state whether the request has Beeepted, in which case it will be included in the next
UN/LOCODE issue, oNoted, which means that further processing is neededllawing the requester to use
his proposed code in the meantirRejected means that either the name already figures in @XUODE, or
that the proposed code already is allocated; reafsorihe rejection will be given. Other functiondl enable
users to propose certain changes in existing entied to obtain a historic record of previous esist

Use of diacritic signs in UN/LOCODE

27. Place names in UN/LOCODE are given in theiroma language versions as expressed in the Roman
alphabet using the 26 characters of the charaeteadopted for international trade data interchamgth
diacritic signs, when practicable (cf. ParagraghZof the UN/LOCODE Manual). International 1SO i8tard
character sets are laid down in ISO 8859-1 (1980 B5010646-1 (1993). (The standard United States
character set (437), which conforms to these 19@dstrds, is also widely used in trade data intergbp

28. Several countries use national alphabets baxsd¢de 26 character set referred to above, but thigh
addition of diacritical signs which may affect theonunciation of the names concerned, their placthé

alphabetical order and sometimes their meaning Wi increasing use of UN/LOCODE also in naticarad

regional trade, the absence of diacritic signse@aserious disadvantages and problems for users.

29. For these reasons it was agreed in 1995 twdnte in the data base such characters which tofisis
basic letter of the 26 character set but with affedddiacritic sign or accent (examples are 4, &, @, 0, 0, @,
), and to produce print-out on paper and Web pabewing these characters. (The Danish and Norwegia
character “a” had to be replaced by a single “a”).

30. To aid users with such problems, as from th@l12@ersion of UN/LOCODE, two columns are
provided for place names, one reflecting natioreain@ versions, with diacritic signs, and one in Wwhic
diacritic signs have been removed from the namesunties for which diacritic signs are used in
UN/LOCODE are: AT, BO, BR, CH, CL, CR, DE, DK, HQO, FR, HU, IS, KR, MX, NO, PA, PE, PT, SE, SJ,
TR and VN. In this "diacritics” column it was alpossible to include accented letters.

31. The following list shows those roman characteits accents and diacritic marks which are used in
location names in UN/LOCODE. If they cannot be reagroduced with available equipment, they shdngdd
substituted as set out in the second column dlighe

32. If characters are irrelevant or not recogneabkamples of actual names are given in Annexhighw
may help users to identify and substitute basic &ooharacters in such names.

DIACRITIC SUBSTITUTE
A A AAAA £ A

C C

E,E EE E

LT |

N N
0,0,0,06,0,0 o]

U, 0,00 )

@ O | <
»
»
e
»
P_)o
8
Q

-
mid
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ANNEX 1.

If characters produced are irrelevant or not resadphe, the following examples of actual names magble

users to identify and substitute basic Roman chersa such names:

FR MAC Macon: Substitute second character with “a”

SE VAJ Véja: Substitute second character with “a”

SE ALM Almhult: Substitute first character with “A”

SE AMA Amal: Substitute first character “A” and thicharacter with “a”
DK AGP Agerbaek: Substitute sixth character with “a”

FR BET Béthune: Substitute second character with “e

FR CMP Compiégne: Substitute sixth charactér e”

CL KNA Vifia del Mar: Substitute third character win”

DK ARK FArgskebing: Substitute first character wiBi Substitute third and sixth characters with “0”
DE OKB @stbirk: Substitute first character with “O”

SE GOT Goteborg: Substitute second character with “

SE ORB Orebro: Substitute first character with “O”

DE LBC Lubeck: Substitute second character with “u”

DE UER Urzig: Substitute first character with “U”




